
“Great Dispensational Moments - The Pentecost Event, Part 3” 

Review:  Last time we looked at “Great Dispensational Moments - The Pentecost 
Event” that was a continuation of our introduction to our Pentecost studies we 
began the previous week.  Today’s subject will be a continuation of that with a 
focus on the gospel Peter preached.  Believers who were expecting the coming of 
Messiah had very good reason to be exceedingly expectant when the 400 years of 
Biblical silence after the prophet Malachi’s last words had been interrupted by the 
events that led to our Lord’s birth, his birth, his presentation to Israel and then his 
death, burial and resurrection.  Then, finally, with his appearances after his 
resurrection to the apostles and disciples, the natural question was simple 
enough:  “will you at this time establish the kingdom”.  That was natural indeed 
since every believer at that time had a earthly kingdom hope by necessity.   

But it was not yet time for that as the Lord answered.  There were some additional 
prerequisites that they had not expected.  It is very instructive to consider those 
prerequisites.  As we saw then, there were several revealed in chapter 37 of the 
prophet Ezekiel.   

● Prerequisite #1: The glorious resurrection of those who have died with the 
Kingdom hope (verse 1-12a): 

● Prerequisite #2: The “giving” of the Holy Spirit (verse 14a):  

● Prerequisite #3:  The regathering back into the Land of Promise including 
those Jews that had died possessing the Kingdom hope in the year 
previous (verse 14b): 

● Prerequisite #4: The Promise of the Suffering Servant, God's Only Son and 
Israel's Messiah and Future King: 

● Those events of pre-Pentecost and Pentecost itself were revealed to be 
“near” (even very near) as THESE FOUR PREREQUISITES WERE NOW 
BEGINNING TO BE WITNESSED BEGINNING TO BE FORESHADOWED IN 
ACTUAL HISTORICAL EVENTS, AND STARTING WITH PROPHECIES 
REGARDING THE COMING OF JOHN, THE BAPTIZER.  THESE HISTORICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS CONTINUED WITH THE EVENTS THAT LED TO THE 
DEATH AND RESURRECTION AND THEN THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
JESUS.  AND NOW THE EVENT PROMISED HAS OCCURRED, THE COMING 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ON THE 50TH DAY AFTER THE PASSOVER EVENTS, 
PENTE-[“fifty”]-COST. 

We spent considerable time on the proper interpretation of Peter’s Great 
Confession: “This is that spoken by the prophet Joel” (Acts 2:16): 

Acts 2:14-21 



14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto 
them, Ye men of Judaea, and all [ye] that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto 
you, and hearken to my words: 
15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is [but] the third hour of 
the day. 
16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 
17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 
18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of 
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 
19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; 
blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 
20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that 
great and notable day of the Lord come: 
21 And it shall come to pass, [that] whosoever shall call on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved. 

○ Verse 20: Note the timing revealed here: “ . . . before the great and 
the terrible day of the LORD come”.  So this is seen to be yet another 
prerequisite indeed to the Lord’s return and the establishing of the 
1000 year Messianic Kingdom..  And, we shall in our study today 
today that there are yet even more prerequisites to the fulfillment of 
these promises.  Amen and amen.  

■ We saw in our last study how there were some things that 
occurred on the day of Pentecost that year that were quite 
similar though not identical with what had been prophesied.  
But though much was still not fulfilled according to the Joel 
prophecy, at least a chain of events HAD BEGUN AS PETER 
BOLDLY STATED IN HIS WORDS: “THIS IS THAT WHICH WAS 
SPOKEN BY THE PROPHET JOEL”. 

I. What Was the Day of Pentecost for Israel? 

○ The Feasts required of Israel were these: 

■ Passover (Pesach) 
■ Unleavened Bread () 
■ Firstfruits () 
■ Weeks / Pentecost (Shavuot) 
■ Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah) 
■ Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) 
■ Tabernacles (Sukkot) 
■ ———————————- 
■ Lights (Hanukkah) 
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■ ———————————- 
■ Lots (Purim) 

○ And, three times per year all Jewish males (including Gentile 
proselytes) were to assemble in Jerusalem for the celebration of 
three feasts, the feasts of Unleavened Bread, Weeks, and 
Tabernacles. 

[READ   ] Deut. 16:16-17 
16 Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy 
God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened 
bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and 
they shall not appear before the LORD empty: 
17 Every man [shall give] as he is able, according to the blessing of the 
LORD thy God which he hath given thee.   [See also Ex. 23:14–17 & 
34:18-23 and Deut. 16:1, 9-10, 13] 

○ So it is easy to see why Jerusalem was filled with Jews from all over 
the known world.  After the destruction of the Second Temple the 
exiled Jews were not expected to travel for each feast to Jerusalem 
and occasional pilgrimages were allowed.  It has been estimated that 
as many as hundreds of thousands of pilgrims may have been 
assembled there for Passover and the other spring festivals.  
Another example is that of the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8. 

○ The Feast of Pentecost (or “Weeks”) was therefore a Mosaic legal 
requirement especially relevant to Jewish MEN.  The Law was still in 
effect for the Jews and they were abiding in its observances which 
dominated the life of the Jews, whether they were living in Israel or 
were dwelling in other nations. 

Acts 2:5-6 
5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every 
nation under heaven. 
6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and 
were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own 
[native] language. 

II. What Was the Gospel Peter Preached on the Day of Pentecost? 

○ The key verse here seems to be verse 21: “And it shall come to pass, 
[that] whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

○ Here are Peter’s words that are clearly intended to bring fear of 
imminent judgment to the heart of everyone hearing his words: 
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Acts 2:22-28 [Summarize: Israel’s Messiah had come, he had been 
revealed and had suffered as the servant of Is. 53 as had been 
prophesied — “delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God” and yet they were responsible for his death 
- v. 23 — and then now gloriously raised from the dead] 
22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which 
God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 
23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain: 
24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: 
because it was not possible that he should be holden of it. 
25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before 
my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 
26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover 
also my flesh shall rest in hope: 
27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption. 
28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full 
of joy with thy countenance. 

[READ   ] Acts 2:34-36 [Summarize: The nation of Israel was 
culpable!  And a righteous judgment of Almighty God would be 
revealed against those whose “wicked hands” had perpetrated this 
evil and Satanic plot] 
34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, 
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 
35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 
36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God 
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ. 

Acts 2:37-40 [Summarize: The nation is being held to account for 
the death of their own Messiah and Savior!  What are they to do now 
considering all that has occurred?] 
37 Now when they heard [this], they were pricked in their heart, and said 
unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men [and] brethren, what shall 
we do? 
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, [even] as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 
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○ What we now see and as Peter here reveals it is that there are good 
reasons why God has not yet established his Kingdom on this earth, 
and central to that is simply the unbelief of the nation of Israel and 
the Jewish people.  For until this day in which we are living they still 
are in unbelief largely.  And that must change before Christ returns 
to this earth to establish his Kingdom as we can clearly see here.  
For on the day of Pentecost Peter was emboldened by the Holy Spirit 
to preach to the assembled multitudes who were gathered in 
Jerusalem on this very special day.  HE DOES NOT MENTION 
BELIEF OR FAITH HERE IN THOSE WORDS, BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT 
IS WHAT IS REQUIRED. 

■ Some prerequisites for the return of the Lord had been 
fulfilled.  Others had been foreshadowed such as the coming 
of the Spirit upon the believers.  Several prerequisites for the 
establishing of the Kingdom remained unfulfilled surely, but 
Peter reveals here in this great sermon that there was a very 
specific need on the part of the nation and its people and that 
is stated here in verse 21: 

Acts 2:21 And it shall come to pass, [that] whosoever shall call 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved. [So there can be true 
deliverance from the coming judgment of God through no 
one else but Israel’s Messiah and coming King!] 

■ Paul quoted the same scripture in Romans 10:13: 

Rom. 10:13-15 
13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. 
14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is 
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel 
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 

■ So it is clear.  A PERSONAL FAITH WAS REQUIRED FOR 
SALVATION.  That was fundamental.  But what specific faith 
was required?  To answer this we need to understand that 
faith always has an object and that is its “content”, 
theologically speaking.  And as we have already seen earlier in 
our studies, the content of saving faith is always expressed in 
the gospel statement itself.  What was preached by Peter that 
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day should give us the answer or at least point us in the right 
direction of the answer to this most important question:  

[READ   ] Acts 2:38-39 [“Faith” and “believing” is not directly 
mentioned here, interesting.] 
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, [even] as many as the Lord our God shall 
call. 

Mark 16:14-19 [But believing IS mentioned here, along with 
water baptism - interesting also that Matt. 28:19 does not 
mention faith or believing but does include teaching along 
with the baptism.] 
14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, 
and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, 
because they believed not them which had seen him after he was 
risen. 
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. 
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned. 
17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my 
name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new 
tongues; 
18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, 
and they shall recover.  [as we have seen, this is the gospel 
of the Kingdom which is always accompanied by signs and 
wonders] 
19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received 
up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 

● Take careful note here that a baptism is being preached 
as part of the good news of salvation.  Does that seem a 
little strange to you?  How could a work be required for 
salvation.  Doesn’t the apostle Paul write just the 
opposite?  Notice that others besides the Lord and 
Peter also preached a baptism: 

Mark 1:4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and 
preach the baptism of repentance for the remission 
of sins. 
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Acts 13:24  When John had first preached before his 
coming the baptism of repentance to all the people of 
Israel. [looking forward to the one who brought 
salvation] 

● So a baptism was preached for remission - and it was 
absolutely required.  And the gift of the Spirit was to be 
given and it was as was documented in countless 
examples beginning on this Pentecost celebration itself.   
 
I THINK YOU MAY NOW BE SEEING SOME MAJOR 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN WHAT PETER PREACHED 
HERE AND WHAT PAUL PREACHED LATER.  THE ONE 
DEFINING THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM AS IT NOW 
WAS BEING REDEFINED IN THIS “PENTECOSTAL 
PERIOD” WHILE THE LATTER DEFINING THE CONTENT 
OF THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD AS WE 
KNOW IT TODAY. 

●  NOW, SUMMARIZING WHAT WE HAVE SEEN HERE 
TODAY: 

○ In this gospel Peter preached there is clearly 
included the necessity that one “call on the name 
of the [risen] Lord Jesus” for salvation. 

○ The gospel preaching included a baptism of 
repentance — the baptism was preached AND 
repentance too, a “baptism of repentance”.  

○ In this presentation of the gospel both the 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit and the Pentecostal 
baptism by water were required.  What was their 
meaning and significance? 

○ But you know that the gospel Paul preached was 
quite different in significant ways.  

  
■ For Paul did not come preaching a baptism 

but a finished work of Christ on the cross 
of Calvary 

[READ   ] 1 Cor. 1:17-18 
17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel: not with wisdom of 
words, lest the cross of Christ should be 
made of none effect. 
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18 For the preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us which 
are saved it is the power of God. 

■ There is no actual forgiveness received yet 
through this preaching.  But the Holy Spirit 
was given as a down payment on that 
Kingdom gift.  Chapter 3 (see verse 19) will 
reveal more about this [next time?].  But 
that free gift of full and complete 
forgiveness was part of Paul’s gospel.  We 
have that fully now under grace [see Eph. 
1:7 & Col. 1:14; Heb. 10:18 and also  
Acts:26:18] 

■ The repentance required here in its context 
was regarding the rejection of their 
Messiah.  Their sins in a larger sense are 
not mentioned although surely their failure 
to keep the Law as required would play 
some role though it is not mentioned here.  
Paul’s gospel makes it crystal clear that 
Christ’s death was “for our sins”.  That is 
most significant.  Repentance for Gentiles 
today is in reference to the preaching of the 
gospel of grace.  As Paul refers to it in Acts 
20:21, it is “repentance towards God and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ”. 

■ It is the finished work of Christ that is 
highlighted in Paul’s gospel.  Here it is not 
even referred to in passing.  Even Is. 53 is 
not quoted or referred to.  Amazing indeed. 

Conclusions and Exhortation: 

Pentecost that year, as described in detail in Acts 2, was a very special day 
indeed.  But not because it was the birthday of the Church of which we are 
members by God’s abundant grace.  Rather, it was another step forward in the 
work of God towards his people Israel.  For the salvation of the nation as required 
for the establishing of Christ’s earthly Kingdom, this people are to be given 
another opportunity to receive their Messiah and King.  We see that developing 
one step at a time here in Acts 2 and then as we proceed with chapter 3 in our 
further studies, Lord willing.  

[READ   ] 2 Tim. 1:9-10 
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9 . . . [Christ] Who hath saved us, and called [us] with an holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began, 
10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
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