
“Great Dispensational Moments - The Pentecost Event, Part 2” 

Review:  Last time we looked at “Great Dispensational Moments - The Pentecost 
Event” That was an introduction for today’s subject, as we continue with the 
events of Pentecost and their explanation.  What we saw was that there were very 
good prophetic reasons for the believers to be exceedingly expectant after the 
400 years of Biblical silence after the prophet Malachi’s last words were written 
and until the events leading up to our Lord’s birth.  Then, that level of expectation 
only increased more as Christ’s earthly ministry came to an end with his death, 
his burial and his resurrection and then his final post resurrection words to his 
disciples just before his ascension into heaven’s glory.  
  
● Prophecy outlines several prerequisites leading to the coming Kingdom: 

○ Last time we looked at several Old Testament prophecies regarding 
the coming Earthly Kingdom and its establishment.  What we saw 
was that the details given in those prophecies provide necessary 
prerequisites for the work of God in that coming Kingdom here on 
this earth.  As we saw last time, it is very instructive to consider 
those prerequisites.  As we saw then, there were several revealed in 
chapter 37 of the prophet Ezekiel.   

○ Prerequisite #1: The glorious resurrection of those who have died 
with the Kingdom hope (verse 1-12a): 

■ That a resurrection of all those who had died with the hope of 
the earthly kingdom was essential and implied in the 
regathering back into the promised land, was essential in 
those promises and so it is here.  For unless they are fulfilled 
rather quickly, they could not be sure to all the seed to whom 
they were given.   And since the earthly Kingdom hope was a 
possession of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the 12 patriarchs 
and nearly all of those that possessed that Kingdom hope had 
since died, the bodily and physical resurrection was also 
necessary.  AND THAT IS EXACTLY THE SUBJECT OF 
EZEKIEL 37 AND THE VALLEY OF THE DRY BONES 
ALLEGORY, which we considered in some detail in our last 
fellowship here. 

○ Prerequisite #2: The “giving” of the Holy Spirit (verse 14a):  

■ In chapter 36 and also here in chapter 37 we also see the 
“promise” of the Holy Spirit, a further prerequisite to the 
establishing of the Kingdom.  As we read last time in chapter 
36 we also see the purpose of the giving of the spirit, which is 
that He may“cause” the believer to “walk in my statutes”.  



Notice that word “cause” for it is most important.  What a 
contrast with former times or even today where we all possess 
the indwelling Spirit, who convicts us of sin and grieves within 
us but does not in any way “cause” or “compel” us to obey.  
So this work of the Holy Spirit also awaits the establishing of 
the Kingdom on Earth. Again, taking scripture out of context 
destroys the meaning and power of God's word.  Let us 
always be careful about that. 

○ Prerequisite #3:  The regathering back into the Land of Promise 
including those Jews that had died possessing the Kingdom hope in 
the year previous (verse 14b): 

■ Take note also that these promises are entirely in reference to 
the Jews and Jewish proselytes [See also Ezek. 36:23-28] and 
in no way a reference to the church.  Such a so-called 
spiritualizing of scripture does great damage to the scripture 
and its inspired character and true and authentic meaning.  

○ Prerequisite #4: The Promise of the Suffering Servant, God's Only 
Son and Israel's Messiah and Future King: 

■ For this we looked to the prophets Zechariah and Isaiah for 
these blessed words: 

Zech. 12:10  And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for 
[his] only [son], and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that 
is in bitterness for [his] firstborn. 

○ Those events of pre-Pentecost and Pentecost itself were revealed to 
be “near” (even very near) as THESE FOUR PREREQUISITES WERE 
NOW BEGINNING TO BE WITNESSED AS THEY WERE 
FORESHADOWED IN ACTUAL HISTORICAL EVENTS, BEGINNING OF 
COURSE WITH PROPHECIES REGARDING THE COMING OF JOHN, 
THE BAPTIZER: 

■ So when John was preaching that this Kingdom was finally “at 
hand”, it is clear that some of those prerequisites for the 
Kingdom to be established were now being recognized in 
some fashion historically.  FOR THE KING HAD COME IN HIS 
INCARNATION and John had announced that event, hadn’t 
he?  That at least was literally fulfilled but that was an 
implication of other prophecies stating prerequisites for the 
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fulfillment of the Kingdom promises that had not yet been 
fulfilled or even foreshadowed. 

■ SO HOW VERY GREAT MUST THE ANTICIPATION HAVE BEEN 
WHEN JOHN APPEARED?  THE 400 YEAR SILENCE WAS 
OVER FINALLY AND THIS FULLY EXPLAINS THE DISCIPLES’ 
RESPONSE TO  THE LORD AS RECORDED IN ACTS CHAPTER 
1 JUST BEFORE HIS LAST WORDS ON EARTH WERE GIVEN 
AND HE WAS CAUGHT UP INTO HEAVEN’S GLORY BEFORE 
THEIR VERY EYES: 

■ Acts 1:4-8 
4 And, being assembled together with [them], commanded 
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for 
the promise of the Father, which, [saith he], ye have heard of 
me. 
5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, 
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom 
to Israel? 
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or 
the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. 

● These verses set the stage for the working of God 
among his people in Israel as he will now foreshadow 
several of the four “prerequisites” for the return of the 
Lord to this earth and the fulfillment of the earthly hope 
of those that had believed on the strength of this 
promised hope.  Note that the fourth prerequisite had 
already been fulfilled, namely, the death, burial and 
resurrection of Israel’s Messiah and King, our Lord 
Jesus — EXCEPT THEY HAD CRUCIFIED THEIR 
MESSIAH AND SO IT WOULD REQUIRE A SECOND 
COMING FOR THE FULFILLMENT OF THIS.  
 
The issue for the nation NOW will simply be this:  Will 
they take God at his word and believe this gospel of the 
Kingdom or not?  REMEMBER JER. 23:20 IN THAT 
REGARD: 
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○ Verse 4: They must not leave Jerusalem but shall 
receive “the promise of the Father” which the 
Lord had already spoken about as recorded in 
Luke 24.  That passage provides the background 
for these verses and which explains the 
excitement the apostles had when the Lord 
appeared to them after his resurrection.  [See also  
Is. 32:15 which is probably the scripture the Lord 
was quoting in Lk. 24]. 

○ Verse 5 adds a very specific time frame to the 
promise: “ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence.”.  It is no wonder at 
all then that the apostles then asked “the” critical 
question:  “When they therefore were come 
together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt 
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel?” 

○ So the interpretation of this must be crystal clear.  
It could be paraphrased as: “Lord, we will receive 
the promise of the spirit in just a few days.  Will 
you also be establishing the Kingdom then?”  
This was a most logical question under the 
circumstances, but the Lord’s response may not 
have been what was expected.  They expected a 
resounding “yes” by the Lord in confirmation off 
their hopes and exceedingly great expectation at 
this time.  

○ So it was simply not for them to know “the times 
and the seasons”.  NOTICE THAT HE DOES NOT 
SAY THAT “YOU ARE WRONG.  THE KINGDOM 
THAT I WILL ESTABLISH IS A PURELY SPIRITUAL 
ONE AND IN NO WAY AN EARTHLY OR CARNAL 
KINGDOM AS YOU HAVE THOUGHT.  This may be 
the standard interpretation but you now can see 
how wrong that interpretation is.  It does not fit 
the contexts, whether near or far of the Biblical 
testimony.  Only a literal interpretation can. 

○ So, they are commanded to wait for the Spirit to 
be given and then afterwards to begin their 
mission “beginning in Jerusalem.” 
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● We have now reached the scripture we must look at 
today.  Here in the second chapter of the book of the 
Acts is where we see in detail that a “Pentecostal” event 
event much like what had been prophesied had now 
become sacred history and that that would form the 
background of the events that would continue to 
change the lives of those believers living then and for 
some years to come.  For this Pentecostal Period will 
prove to be most critical in the life of the Nation of Israel 
as we shall see. 

I. The Pentecostal Event — It Has Finally Come! (Acts 2) 

[READ   ] Acts 2:1-4 
1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord 
in one place. 
2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon 
each of them. 
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

○ Verse 4:  “Other tongues”: “ἑτέραις γλώσσαις”  See also vv. 11 & 26.  
The same word is used there and clearly is used of foreign 
languages.  1 Cor. 14:21-22 is also a relevant verse.  These are 
foreign languages, foreign to the Jews in Jerusalem who were 
hearing this, but native to the alien strangers that were in their midst.  
This was a sign to those that believed not according to the  
1 Corinthians verse.  So when 1 Corinthians was written God was 
still giving signs to unbelieving Jews. 

[READ   ] Acts 2:5-13 
5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation 
under heaven. 
6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were 
confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 
7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are 
not all these which speak Galilaeans? 
8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 
9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in 
Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 
10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, 
and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 
11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful 
works of God. [extending over the entire known world nearly] 
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12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What 
meaneth this? 
13 Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine. 

○ The central miracle here of note was the speaking in the languages 
of the many foreigners who were in town that day.  See Is. 28:11 and 
Jer. 5:15 

○ These are clearly NOT “languages” as the pentecostals and 
charismatics boast of them.  They are not “angelic” languages or a 
secret prayer language. 

■ Take special note that much of this chapter is all about Israel, 
the Jews and Jewish proselytes and not at all about the 
Gentiles.  Why? Are you beginning to understand what is 
really going on here?  For this is all about the foreshadowing 
and partial fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy and not at all 
about the founding of the church, the Body of Christ, in which 
there is neither male or female, bond or free, Jew or Gentile, 
but all are one in Christ Jesus.  As we shall see, Peter, the 
other apostles and the believers here and afterwards 
continued to separate from the Gentiles for some considerable 
time after Pentecost until Peter’s vision in Acts 11 and the 
apostle Paul’s teachings. 

II. Understanding Peter’s Great Confession: “This is that spoken by the 
prophet Joel” (Acts 2:16): 

[READ   ] Acts 2:14-21 
14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto 
them, Ye men of Judaea, and all [ye] that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto 
you, and hearken to my words: 
15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is [but] the third hour of 
the day. 
16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 
17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 
18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of 
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 
19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; 
blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 
20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that 
great and notable day of the Lord come: 
21 And it shall come to pass, [that] whosoever shall call on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved. 
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○ Verse 20: Note the timing revealed here: “ . . . before the great and 
the terrible day of the LORD come”.  So this is seen to be yet another 
prerequisite indeed to the Lord’s return and the establishing of the 
1000 year Messianic Kingdom..  And, we shall in our study today 
today that there are yet even more prerequisites to the fulfillment of 
these promises.  Amen and amen.  

○ But so much here in Joel IS NOT FOUND FULFILLED HERE!  How 
therefore can Peter boldly proclaim what he does here?  There are 
several possibilities: 

■ The prophecy of Joel has begun to be fulfilled . . . the rest will 
follow, so we must be ready for the return of the Lord (clearly 
that is what Joel was writing about). 

■ All has been fulfilled but spiritually, not physically, as it was 
never intended by God to be taken literally or fulfilled literally. 

■ All has been fulfilled metaphorically, not in any sense literally. 

■ Finally, there are profound similarities and that is important as 
far as knowing what God is doing at this time. 

● The first seems to be the most consistent with the 
grammatical / historical / literal approach to Biblical 
interpretation to which we strongly subscribe.  Joel’s 
prophecy will in God’s perfect timing be fulfilled in its 
totality — and quite literally.  But there were some 
things that occurred on the day of Pentecost that year 
that were quite similar though not identical with what 
had been prophesied. 

● For example, the miracles (pouring out of the Spirit, 
prophecy, visions, dreams —- and wonders in the 
heavens as well as on earth).  But a complete fulfillment 
would require that this outpouring be upon “all flesh” 
and it clearly was only upon a relative few so far at 
least.  The hope was for all no doubt, but as we shall 
see, there will be diminishing returns as time 
progresses. 

■ But there were profound differences as well: 
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● The persons involved - Jews only though of other 
languages and nations due to the disbursement of Jews 
into all nations, not all flesh 

● The wonders in heaven were not occurring except a 
similarity with the tongues of fire, but this was clearly 
not a fulfillment but only a small foreshadowing. 

III. What Did Peter Actually Preach After This Introduction on Pentecost? 

○ The key verse here seems to be verse 21: “And it shall come to pass, 
[that] whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

○ Here are Peter’s words that are clearly intended to bring fear of 
imminent judgment to the heart of everyone hearing his words: 

[READ   ] Acts 2:22-28 
22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which 
God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 
23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 
24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because 
it was not possible that he should be holden of it. 
25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before 
my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 
26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover 
also my flesh shall rest in hope: 
27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption. 
28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full 
of joy with thy countenance. 

[READ   ] Acts 2:29-36 
29 Men [and] brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch 
David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto 
this day. 
30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an 
oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would 
raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 
31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul 
was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 
32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 
33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received 
of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, 
which ye now see and hear. 
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34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The 
LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 
35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 
36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath 
made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 

[READ   ] Acts 2:37-40 
37 Now when they heard [this], they were pricked in their heart, and 
said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men [and] brethren, 
what shall we do? 
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, [even] as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from this untoward generation. 

○ This outpouring of the Spirit is clearly in fulfillment however of 
Christ’s own words in Lk. 24 and Acts 1 (AND, verse 33 here!)  This 
IS what they had been waiting for at his command.  But it is 
important also to see that this even does not fulfill the prerequisites 
we have already seen to be necessary according to prophecy.  In 
addition, it is important to see that the characteristics here of the 
outpouring of the Spirit upon these believers are not similar at all to 
what has been considered a defining mark of a new outpouring of 
the Spirit today as is taught by many cults and denominations within 
Christendom such as the pentecostals and charismatics —- and 
many Catholics. 

○ Peter preaches here this message: 

■ V. 22 - Christ was proven to be God’s messenger by signs and 
wonders. 

■ V. 23a - This was all part of the plan of God Almighty, namely, 
■ V. 23b - They (the men he addresses, the leaders of the Jewish 

nation in Jerusalem) had not received the Lord as their 
Messiah but rather had delivered him to be crucified and slain 

■ Vv 24 - 32 - But death could hold him and according to many 
prophecies he was raised from the dead by Almighty God 

■ V. 33 sets the context of what has occurred in the realm of “the 
promise of the Holy Spirit” as given by God - at the time of his 
resurrection. 

■ Vv. 34-36 now make it clear what is required of the people 
implying quite clearly that those he is preaching to are the 
“enemies” of God and at the appointed time they would be 
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made “his footstool”.  So judgment upon those that had 
delivered Jesus to the Romans for scourging and crucifixion 
were not to be judged accordingly.  The implication is that this 
could be very soon indeed. 

■ V. 37 contains their response:  “What shall we do?” 
■ Vv. 38-39 give Peter’s response and must be correlated with V. 

21 and Joel 2:32 though fulfillment is not a possiblity here due 
to the differences which we have noted. But Peter’s strong 
statement is that they need to get right with the Lord and 
cease their opposition to what God was doing through Christ.  
Two things are required of them according to verses 38 & 39 
and as verse 40 makes so clear, this all part of “saving 
themselves”!  Amazing, isn’t it?  Our next question in this 
same context is this:   

IV. What Was the Gospel Peter Preached on the Day of Pentecost? 

Acts 2:38-39 
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. 
39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar 
off, [even] as many as the Lord our God shall call. 

○ For there are many good reasons why God has not yet established 
his Kingdom on this earth, and central to that is simply the unbelief 
of the nation of Israel and the Jewish people.  For until this day in 
which we are living they still are in unbelief largely.  And that must 
change before Christ returns to this earth to establish his Kingdom 
as we can clearly see here. 

○ Notice what is not included here (or even hinted): That Christ died 
for our sins and that salvation was available only through personal 
faith in the completed work of Christ 

Next Time:  The Gospel Peter preached, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and the 
Pentecostal baptism by water.  Why were both required and what was their 
meaning?   

Conclusions and Exhortation: 

Pentecost that year, as described in detail in Acts 2, was a very special day 
indeed.  But not because it was the birthday of the Church of which we are 
members by God’s abundant grace.  Rather, it was another step forward in the 
work of God towards his people Israel.  For the salvation of the nation as required 
for the establishing of Christ’s earthly Kingdom, this people are to be given 
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another opportunity to receive their Messiah and King.  We see that developing 
one step at a time here in Acts 2 and then as we proceed with chapter 3 in our 
further studies, Lord willing. 
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