
“Great Dispensational Moments - The Great Expectation Leading to Pentecost?” 

Review:  Last time we looked at "Two Gospel Preachings - The Dispensational 
Division” 

Our Title: “Great Dispensational Moments - The Great Expectation Leading to 
Pentecost?” 

● Introduction:  God’s plan for Israel at the highest level —-  remember all of 
the promises to the fathers —- and remember the prophets and all that they 
wrote, Daniel, for example. 

● Ps. 2 God will establish his kingdom in his good timing 
● Is. 9:6  the kingdom demands a king 
● John 18:36 - but during Christ’s earthly ministry the timing was not yet 

quite right.  His death, burial and resurrection must first occur - but they 
did not know this.  They were blinded to the meaning of Is. 53 for example. 

● But even before his death the kingdom was “at hand”  Mk. 1:14 

● Some great questions: 

○ Was the kingdom ever offered to Israel?  If so, when? 

○ What did God require for the Kingdom to be brought to be 
established?  What were the prerequisites in the plan of God for this 
to be brought to pass? 

○  What actually happened on the days following Christ's resurrection 
and especially on the day of Pentecost? 

I. God Will Establish His Kingdom in His Good Timing: 

When we speak of the kingdom of God of course there are different senses 
in which the words may be used.  There is a "universal" kingdom of God 
that has always and will always be in place.  God has never yielded his 
sovereignty to any other person, angel, or force.  But here we are speaking 
of the establishing on earth of a kingdom nothing like anything that has 
ever existed before.  Much scripture is written about that kingdom which 
has not been established quite clearly.  There is no way to interpret this in 
a non-literal or so-called "spiritualized" way.  For the Universal Kingdom, 
for example, look at : 

Dan. 4:35  None can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?  

For the Kingdom on Earth, however, just to pick one example, consider 
this: 



[READ   ] Is. 44:24-26 
24 Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, 
I [am] the LORD that maketh all [things]; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; 
that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself; 
25 That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turneth 
wise [men] backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish; 
26 That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his 
messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of 
Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof: 

II. Prophecy Establishes Only the Outline of Events Leading to the Coming 
Kingdom: 

○ Critical events and crisis points are revealed —- even the sequences 
of events but but not the timing of those events.  When we read 
these prophecies carefully we see that there are a great number of 
details revealed and the sequences of those events is often given if 
we would study the scripture very carefully: 

Ezek. 36:23-28  
23 And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among 
the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the 
heathen shall know that I [am] the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when 
I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. 
24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out 
of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. [The return to 
the land will be the sign to the Gentiles that the one doing this is the 
LORD.] 
25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: 
from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 
26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will 
give you an heart of flesh. 
27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do [them]. 
28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye 
shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

■ Here is one of the greatest miracles of all time, the regathering 
of the children of Israel from all nations of the world into 
which they had been driven by the hand of the Lord in 
judgment.  Many generations have died but they will be 
resurrected for this greatest of all regathering in history.  
According to the word of the Lord here this regathering (and 
resurrection) MUST OCCUR before the establishing of the 
Millennial Kingdom.  This of course is required since this 
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earthly kingdom is the hope and inheritance of the saints of 
many generations.  They were saved with this hope, in fact. 

■ This is also the time of the giving of the Holy Spirit who will 
“cause” the believer to “walk in my statutes”.  Notice that 
word “cause” for it is most important.  What a contrast with 
former times or even today.  So this work of the Holy Spirit 
also awaits the establishing of the Kingdom on Earth.  The 
work of the Holy Spirit today is quite different and in no way 
similar. 

[READ   ] Ezek. 37:12-14  [The resurrection of those Jews that have 
died with the Kingdom Hope] 
12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; 
Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up 
out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. 
13 And ye shall know that I [am] the LORD, when I have opened your 
graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves, 
14 And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you 
in your own land: then shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken [it], 
and performed [it], saith the LORD. 

■ How can this be taken in any non-literal way?  It is simply 
impossible.  The resurrection mentioned here must occur first. 

■ Revelation 20 tells the same story concerning this first 
resurrection: 

[READ   ] Rev. 20:4-6 
1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of 
the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the 
Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 
3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a 
seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the 
thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be 
loosed a little season. 
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them: and [I saw] the souls of them that were 
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, 
and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received [his] mark upon their foreheads, or in 
their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. 
5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished. This [is] the first resurrection. 
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6 Blessed and holy [is] he that hath part in the first 
resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but 
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years. 

Rev. 20:7-10 [Again, surely this must be taken literally.  The 
mention of the final battle Satan will wage and its end. Verse 
9 is about the earthly Jerusalem as it explicitly says.]  
7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be 
loosed out of his prison, 
8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four 
quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to 
battle: the number of whom [is] as the sand of the sea. 
9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and 
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved 
city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and 
devoured them. 
10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire 
and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet [are], and 
shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

○ Note that some critical events are left out of the historical outline. 
For in Ezekiel we read this: 

Ezek. 39:29 
Neither will I hide my face any more from them: for I have poured 
out my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD. 

But we must wait until Zechariah for these words: 

[READ   ] Zech. 12:10  And I will pour upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for [his] 
only [son], and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in 
bitterness for [his] firstborn. 

And then in Isaiah we read this well known scripture: 

Is. 53:1-12 
1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD 
revealed? 
2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of 
a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see 
him, [there is] no beauty that we should desire him. 
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3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were [our] faces from him; he 
was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
— 
4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we 
did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
5 But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was] bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace [was] upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to 
his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall 
declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the 
living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 
9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 
death; because he had done no violence, neither [was any] deceit in 
his mouth. 
— 
10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put [him] to grief: 
when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see [his] 
seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of the LORD 
shall prosper in his hand. 
11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by 
his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall 
bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore will I divide him [a portion] with the great, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his 
soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and 
he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. 

■ Much could be said about these amazing verses for so much 
regarding the basis of salvation is revealed here.  It is all about 
the Jews however as all of these chapters make so clear 

■ This is all about the “rising” of Israel finally in God’s prophetic 
plan, and in no way about their “fall”, from which we see them 
today. 

■ In the Messianic and Millennial Kingdom Israel will be exalted 
and Jerusalem will be the capital of the world.  Spiritually the 
Jews will be the missionaries and the nations (Gentiles) will be 
saved through their witness.  But the division between the 
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Jews and the Gentiles will remain, quite otherwise to what we 
have today under grace.  Praise the Lord. 

○ But exactly how this all will fit together historically is not made clear 
here.  But it is clear is that the Kingdom with its land promises as 
promised to Israel shall be accomplished in God’s good timing.  
Furthermore, this cannot be accomplished without a King to rule 
over Israel and the nations of this world. 

○ And that is exactly what begins to be fulfilled when the last book of 
the Bible is written as the 400 years of silence begins during which 
there will be no more prophecies given, all in anticipation of the 
coming of the Lord himself, the seed of the woman.  How wonderful 
indeed when that 400 years of silence ends with the sending forth of 
God’s messenger, John.  The many generations of anticipation 
comes to its necessary climax finally in God’s perfect timing (“when 
the fulness of time . . .”, Gal. 4:4, had come, John was sent forth 
according to the great prophecy in Malachi: 

[READ   ] Mal. 3:1-3 
1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way 
before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his 
temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: 
behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 
2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when 
he appeareth? for he [is] like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: 
3 And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify 
the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer 
unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. 

■ All these references are Millennial although in some cases an 
early and partial fulfillment is indicated.  Maybe a better term 
fo this is a “foreshadowing” . One clear example of this is in 
Mal. 3:1-3.  There is the foreshadowing in verse 1 but then 
there are many centuries of time hidden between verses 1  
and 2. 

● So from this we must conclude that not everything was revealed in 
prophecy concerning the coming Kingdom and some of what had been 
revealed was “hidden” from the understanding of God’s people.  You 
remember in Daniel how even he was told the same: 

Dan 12:7-9 
7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which [was] upon the waters of the river, 
when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him 
that liveth for ever that [it shall be] for a time, times, and an half; and when he 
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shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these 
[things] shall be finished. 
8 And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what [shall be] 
the end of these [things]? 
9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words [are] closed up and sealed 
till the time of the end. 

○ So Daniel was to be content NOT KNOWING all the details.  God had 
withheld them for his our reasons and purpose.  And you can be 
sure this is all about the plan of redemption and how that must be 
brought into reality in his due timing.  Let’s learn more of these 
requirements as we continue next time.  But for now, just an 
overview is appropriate: 

II. So It is Clear That There are Prequisites for the Kingdom to be Established: 

THE GREAT ANTICIPATION AND EXPECTATION OF THE TRULY “NEAR” 
KINGDOM MUST HAVE BEEN QUITE OVERWHELMING . . . 

● The Prerequisites of the Offering: 

○ The preaching of the Kingdom: as being “at hand” 
○ The presence of the Lord himself, Israel’s Messiah (meaning 

“anointed”), the King / Prophet / High Priest of the earthly Kingdom 
[. . . But the necessity of the cross and its consequences was only 
hinted at in several Old Testament scriptures such as in Isaiah 53 
and Zechariah . . .] 

○ The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ 
○ The resurrection of our Lord 
○ The catching up of our Lord into heaven’s glory . . . AND THEN, WITH 

GREAT ANTICIPATION AND EXPECTATION ON THE PART OF ALL 
TRUE BELIEVERS: 

○ The “baptism” of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost!!  Now we see the true 
meaning of the events at Pentecost. 

[READ   ] Acts 1:1-8 
1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began 
both to do and teach, [Luke’s gospel] 
2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy 
Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had 
chosen: 
3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many 
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 
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4 And, being assembled together with [them], commanded them that they 
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, 
which, [saith he], ye have heard of me. 
5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, 
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel? 
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

Conclusions: 

● Such anticipation of the now very near (or so it seemed) establishment of 
the earthly kingdom would be hard for us today to match - except in 
comparison with our hoped for soon calling into heaven’s glory . . .  Such a 
profound difference. 

Acts 1:6-8 
6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt 
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own power. 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

● Next time we shall continue Lord willing here with the Pentecost event 
itself.  My hope is that we have a true Biblical understanding now of the 
plan and purpose of God for Israel.  The church the Body of Christ is NOT 
in view here, of course, whatever we may have been taught.  the reason is 
that we have a heavenly hope and not an earthly hope and that makes all 
the difference, doesn’t it? 

Exhortation: 

● Do not, brethren, attempt to apply the principles of the Kingdom to your 
lives today.  We are seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. Col. 4:1-4 

●

Conclusions and Exhortation: 
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● There are so many differences here in these preachings.  It is the same 
Lord Jesus that is at the center of the different messages, but the work of 
God during those different dispensational workings of God are entirely 
different. 

● I hope that is now clear.  The false teachers pervert these critical 
distinctions and willingly lead many into slavery to sin and Satan in the 
process.  Take note and discern the spirits for they are evil and at work all 
around us every day.  They preach a different gospel and are promoting a 
different dispensation altogether, taking God’s word out of context and 
providing an open door for Satan to deceive God’s people and the world 
using even miracles and signs which are in this case demonically 
energized. 

● But praise God for the simplicity which is in Christ Jesus and set your 
minds on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  
Set your affections on things above and not on this earth, for your life is 
hid with Christ in God. “ Amen and amen. 

● Turning away from the word of grace during this dispensation of the grace 
of God will always lead to spiritual failure.  That is where the churches are 
increasingly today as they turn to a new kind of liberalism which is hardly 
different at all from the social gospel of years past. 

● Paul’s prayer at the end of Ephesians is telling.  To pray for him that he 
might with boldness proclaim the “mystery of the gospel”.  Amen. 

	 �9


