
“Great Dispensational Moments - Saul’s Salvation and Its Meaning” 

Review: 

• God blesses Israel with Pentecostal glory - Acts 2 - 5 (Review) 
• God offers Israel one “Final” Opportunity - Stephen’s Sermon(as a nation 

- of course personal salvation under the terms of the Kingdom gospel as 
preached by Peter and the eleven and no doubt many others will still be 
available for Jews and Jewish proselytes - Acts 7a 

• The Jewish leaders stone Stephen under Saul’s authority - Acts 7b 
• God rejects Israel and saves Saul, the “chief” of sinners - Acts 9 

• We saw how God offered Israel one “final” opportunity when Stephen 
preached his amazing but last sermon.  What they didn’t know was that 
this was to be their final opportunity as a nation for another opportunity 
would now be delayed for a very  long time (now about two thousand 
years).  Stephen preached one of the greatest sermons ever preached 
that day but it solidified the opposition of the Jewish leaders as they also 
saw the power of God displayed through this man.  Saul was the enemy’s 
vehicle for the accomplishment of Satan’s purpose — to destroy this 
Pentecostal ministry of the Holy Spirit -- and he takes that advantage 
here in instigating Stephen’s martyrdom through stoning. 

  
○ Israel’s leaders could not see the forest for the trees.  For them the 

issue was a building, its customs and their place in that religious 
system.  These things for many centuries had been in the center of 
God’s redemptive plan for his people but now that our Lord Jesus, 
Israel’s Messiah had now come, those things of the Law were now 
about to be set aside, though they did not know it.  

○ The Jewish leaders stone Stephen with Saul’s personal 
condemnation (representing the ruling Sanhedrin council): 

■ According the Stephen (and Peter and Philip and …) God was 
holding the nation and the people accountable still for the 
death of Christ. 

■ The stoning of Stephen once accomplished now sets in 
motion God’s casting aside of the nation of Israel for a time as 
the Lord will now turn away from Israel to the Gentiles, raising 
up a new apostle, a most unsuspected apostle indeed, Saul, 
the Jews chief enemy! 



Acts 7:59-60  
59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon [God], and saying, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit. 
60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

Acts 8:1  And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time 
there was a great persecution against the church which was at 
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of 
Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

○ But now! The final chapter has now been written in the nation of 
israel’s “Pentecostal and Holy Spirit dispensation.  Saul will now be 
raised up as a new apostle, an apostle of the Gentiles.  Israel will be 
temporarily set aside by Paul as he goes “to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek” and through all of this as God begins the new program 
centered on God’s abundant grace.  God’s abundant grace in saving 
sinners will now be made manifest!  Saul will be set forth as the 
example of that saving grace for all to see.  Amen and amen. 

○ Now, as we read through these chapters in the book of the Acts, the 
dangers of a “purely” historical approach to interpretation are many, 
for we often do not see the “rest of the story” as Paul Harvey used to 
always repeat. 

○ But Saul has been sent for his protection back home to Tarsus, and 
will be instructed now for some years by the risen and ascended 
Lord Jesus Christ [next time we shall look at Gal. 1-2 to see even 
another dimension of the profound truth communicated to Paul.  But 
for now, let’s look at 1 Tim. 1] 

I. What Was the Purpose of Almighty God in Saving Saul — According to 
History (Meaning, According to Luke)? 

○ [READ   ] Acts 9:15-16  
15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel 
unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the 
children of Israel: 
16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's 
sake. 

[READ   ] Acts 22:21  And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send 
thee far hence unto the Gentiles. 

[READ   ] Acts 26:13-19 
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13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the 
brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed 
with me. 
14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking 
unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me? [it is] hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 
15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest. 
16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee 
for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of 
these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which 
I will appear unto thee; 
17 Delivering thee from the people, and [from] the Gentiles, unto 
whom now I send thee, 
18 To open their eyes, [and] to turn [them] from darkness to light, 
and [from] the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are 
sanctified by faith that is in me. 

○ These are clearly the “mountain tops” as Luke has recorded them.  
But the details and the “explanation” require the Pauline letters, for 
they record the profoundly spiritual testimony of the apostle and in 
so doing instruct us all in the ways of godliness.  Paul demonstrates 
what the “abundance of grace” is all about and show us how to fully 
participate in it. 

○ So the purpose of God according to history is seen here in a little 
detail at least: 

■ God has a purpose for the Gentiles and Paul is set forth to be 
in the very center of that. 

■ But God also will use Paul in reference to his people Israel.  
We will look into this later in our studies. 

■ And much suffering “for his name sake” will be required.  And, 
very importantly, the Lord Jesus will continue to appear to 
Paul instructing him regarding what he is doing with the Jews 
and the Gentiles and making him to be his “witness”.  This will 
regard the redemptive plan for the Gentiles as he delivers him 
from the Jews and the Gentiles but also continues sending 
him nevertheless to the Gentiles for their redemption: 

Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, [and] to turn [them] from darkness 
to light, and [from] the power of Satan unto God, that they may 
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receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which 
are sanctified by faith that is in me. 

■ Note that this will be independently of Israel’s salvation now 
since they are being set aside step by step as Paul goes 
synagogue to synagogue and they progressively reject his 
testimony of the crucified and risen savior.  
 
So this is the purpose of God in saving Paul according to the 
historical account here in Luke’s writing of the Acts of the 
Apostles. 

II. What Was the Purpose of Almighty God in Saving Saul — According to 
Revelation? 

○ But we will need Paul’s own report of what this all meant in a larger 
sense and he gives us that in his teaching on this very important  
subject to Timothy much later: 

[READ   ] 1 Tim. 1:12-17 
12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he 
counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; 
13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I 
obtained mercy, because I did [it] ignorantly in unbelief. 
14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith 
and love which is in Christ Jesus. 
15 This [is] a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am 
chief. 
16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus 
Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them 
which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. 

○ To complement your own personal study of this amazing revelation 
here in especially verses 14 through 16, take note of these details 
given here: 

■ “grace exceedingly abundant”, verse 14 - this will characterize 
Paul’s salvation and his ministry and will with power 
communicate such grace to all Paul’s ministers to then and 
now. 

■ “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners . . .”,  
verse 15a — a verse often quoted, usually absent the following 
verse which completes the thought and gives it a critically 
important context. 
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■ “. . . sinners, of whom I am chief” [or “first in a sequence”], 
verse 15b - not saying that Paul was “the worst” sinner who 
ever lived, but that he was “first” in a long series.  The nature 
of the series her demand explanation and the next verse 
provides that explanation: “for this cause . . .” 

■ “for this cause I obtained mercy”, verse 16a.  This introduces 
the divine purpose behind Paul’s salvation and consequent 
ministry.  It is now, Paul writes, “by the mercy of God”, that 
instead of the Lord God striking down the blaspheming Saul 
of Tarsus, he exalts him instead by his grace and love setting 
him forth as . . . an exemplar or pattern or “super-type”: 

■ “that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter 
believe on him to life everlasting.”, verse 16b.  This really is 
the most important thing here revealed. Note that the same 
word is used in verse 16 for “first” as in verse 15 where it is 
translated differently using the word “chief”.  So Paul was the 
first sinner saved by grace!  And we follow on therefore in a 
long line after him praise God for his inexhaustible grace. 

  Amen and amen. 
  
○ But with this background we also need to look at some other 

scripture to see the full significance of these words: 

[READ   ] 2 Cor. 2:14-17 
14 Now thanks [be] unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in 
Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in 
every place. 
15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are 
saved, and in them that perish: 
16 To the one [we are] the savour of death unto death; and to the 
other the savour of life unto life. And who [is] sufficient for these 
things? 
17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of 
sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. 

[READ   ] 2 Cor. 4:11-12 
11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, 
that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.  
12  So then death worketh in us, but life in you. 
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○ So what does this all mean?  Are we able to enter into the full 
dimensions of this amazing work of God in us believers?  Is Paul 
truly our example in this most serious matters? 

[READ   ] 1 Cor. 11:1  Be ye followers [imitators] of me, even as I also 
[am] of Christ. 

○ Note well that Paul here as he has written to Timothy in  
1 Tim. 1:15-16, has been set forth as our “super-type” or pattern of 
life.  We are to look to him therefore to see how God is working 
today under grace abounding.  Many times he writes of this in his 
letters and as far as I am concerned, there is hardly a more important 
subject in his letters than this:  

There is a two-fold and most glorious truth here: (and this is our final and 
concluding point to make today.  The profound meaning of Paul’s ministry and 
apostleship as revealed here includes these components: 

1. Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom Paul is the first in a 
long series of those who were saved by grace through faith alone and not by 
works of law. 

2. Paul imitates Christ and we are to imitate or “follow” Paul.  We are not able to 
follow Christ in any other way today, but only by following Paul can we follow 
Christ. 

Conclusions and Exhortation: 

We will continue here in our next meeting, Lord willing, as we look into the full 
explanation of grace in its outworking though Paul’s letter to the Galatians, 
chapters 1 & 2.  Saul’s salvation is so significant and has such consequence 
that we all need to know it well.  He commented often on it in his letters to the 
churches and used his testimony to underscore his apostleship over the 
Dispensation of the Grace of God. 
  
Apart from the Pauline example and his very distinctively “grace” message, 
the church today would be surely be a branch of Judaism.  Even liberals 
acknowledge this. Even as it is, though, much of the church is promoting one 
variety or another of “law keeping” because they think pure grace is an 
avenue for sin to take advantage of us.  But the apostle teaches otherwise at 
length in Romans and other of his letters.  The power of grace in ones life is 
short-circuited by law keeping and the enemy knows this full well since human 
religion is his special domain. 
  
What a blessing it is indeed to leave behind the law completely and cast 
ourselves at the mercy of God’s abundant grace.  It is so transforming, so 
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liberating, so energizing.  And it exalts the completed work of Christ so 
completely.  God’s riches at Christ’s expense is a simple definition of the word 
“grace” and it is not a bad one.  We are so rich through him!  Amen. 
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