
 

"God Selects Yet Another Gentile in Messiah's Genealogy -- Ruth - Part 3” 
 

A Little Review: 
 
Rom. 11:33-34  
33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
 

● We have, in our fellowships on Sunday mornings, been privileged to 
consider how the Lord God has worked in human hearts to accomplish his 
mighty plan of redemption.  He used many in Israel’s long history to 
accomplish his plan regarding the Seed of the Woman.  Often he used 
those of little means or reputation from a merely human perspective.  We 
saw how as 1 Sam. 2:8 indicates, he even raised up “the poor . . . and the 
beggars”, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne 
of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, and he hath set the 
world upon them.”  Ah, the “poor” and the “beggars” were “made” 
“princes” and “heirs”!  And they were made “the pillars of the earth”! 
Amen. 

 
● We saw how God used some Israelites, both men and women of that 

chosen nation.  The women in particular were sometimes given absolutely 
critical roles.  You remember Gentiles like the woman named Rahab. And 
then Deborah, one of Israel’s judges, a woman named Jael, and then dear 
Hannah, the mother of the great prophet and priest, Samuel, whom he 
raised up to bring to an end the period of the Judges and to initiate the 
long period of the Kings.  The first king was Saul and he was set aside 
because of great disobedience to the revealed commandment of the Lord 
God.  David was set up as king in his place, a man “after God’s own heart” 
though he was a sinner like all others.  

 
● But, in going through Israel’s history as we did, we skipped over a critical 

man, Boaz, and a critical woman, Ruth. The Lord God, who knows the end 
from the beginning, also necessarily knows everything in the middle as 
well.  You remember the background of this scriptural account regarding 
Boaz and Ruth. 

 
○ Naomi and her husband had once had a family in the Land of 
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Promise, but then due to the famine and resettlement in Moab, and, 
upon the death of Naomi’s husband and also the deaths of both of 
their sons, that family becomes a family of three widows.  

  
○ Naomi then determines to return to the land of her own people, 

Israel.  Ruth decides to accompany her . . .  
 
Previously in Several Fellowships: 
 

● Ruth’s great confession of both loyalty to her mother in law and to 
the Lord God is most memorable:  Ruth 1:16-17:  “And Ruth said, 
Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for 
whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God my God: Where thou diest, will I 
die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, if 
ought but death part thee and me.” 
. . . 

● Ruth 1:22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in 
law, with her, which returned out of the country of Moab: and they came to 
Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest. 

 
Ruth’s story is an interesting one indeed.  But it is especially interesting 
due to this man named Boaz, a man who has a central role in the royal line 
of descent to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

● Ruth 2:1, 20  
1 And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of 
wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. 
. . . 
20 And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the 
LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the 
dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one 
of our next kinsmen (or, “redeemer”). 

 
○ The kinsman language (verse 20) here is important.  The 

doctrine of the kinsman redeemer is fundamental to 
understanding the book of Ruth -- and the redemptive plan of 
God!  And this shall be our main subject today as we continue 
to learn how God worked through Ruth and Boaz so many 
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centuries ago. 
 

● Ruth 3:9 And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth 
thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for 
thou art a near kinsman. 

 
Ruth 4:9-12 
9 And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are 
witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was Elimelech's, and 
all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi. 
10 Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I 
purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his 
inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his 
brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day. 
11 And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We 
are witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is come into thine 
house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of 
Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in 
Bethlehem: 
12 And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare 
unto Judah, of the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young 
woman. 

 
Ruth 4:13, 16-22 
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in 
unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son. 
. . . 
16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became 
nurse unto it. 
17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a 
son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father 
of Jesse, the father of David. 
18 Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron, 
19 And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab, 
20 And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon, 
21 And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, 
22 And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David. 

 
So historically, through the story of Boaz and Ruth, the scriptural principle of the 
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“kinsman-redeemer” is well illustrated and I think we understand the history of it 
well.  But that this principle plays such a critical and important role in the story of 
the Long War Against God is quite remarkable.  Its implications are astounding 
and of truly overwhelming relevance to the entire plan of God for redemption. 
 

I. The O.T. Scriptures regarding Redemption (Hebrew: “gael”) [REVIEW] 
 

The Scriptures for "Kinsman" (or, simply, “Redeemer”).  The Hebrew Word 
is usually “gael”, and is most often translated “redeem”.  This word occurs 
104 times and provided the foundation in scripture for the doctrine of the 
atonement and for the redemption of sinners.  Including related words, the 
same concept is referred to about 300 times in the Old Testament! 
 
It is therefore a large subject indeed and we shall consider it here.  This 
word has both a personal application, an application to property, such as 
lands, and a national application as we saw in our last fellowship: 

 
[Personal Use]  
Gen. 48:16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let 
my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; 
and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth. 

 
[The redemption of lands and property under the Mosaic Law] 
 
[READ   ] Lev. 25:10, 23-25 
10 And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the 
land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubile unto you; and ye shall 
return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his 
family. 
. . .  
23 The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is mine; for ye are 
strangers and sojourners with me. 
24 And in all the land of your possession ye shall grant a redemption for the land. 
25 If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his possession, and 
if any of his kin come to redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother 
sold. 

 
[National Use]  
Ex. 6:6-8  
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6 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you 
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their 
bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great 
judgments: 
7 And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall 
know that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians. 
8 And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I am the 
LORD. 

 
The story of Ruth makes this teaching very practical.  But the emphasis in 
Ruth concerning this doctrine is so very great that we need to take careful 
note of the teaching here.  In Ruth, “gael” is found 18 times compared to 22 
times in Leviticus, 11 times in the Psalms, and 24 times in Isaiah - but those 
books are very long and Ruth is very short, so there is a much greater 
emphasis here on Ruth: 
 
[READ   ] Ruth 2:20  And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of 
the LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And 
Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen. 

 
II. The “Kinsman” Redeemer - The New Testament “Anti-type” 

 
So it is clear that Boaz, Ruth’s husband, is the “type” of which Christ Jesus 
is the “anti-type”.  This will be our main focus in our fellowship today and 
in our next fellowship. 

 
[READ   ] Rev. 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take 
the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 
 
So we must conclude that Christ alone can and has fulfilled the 
requirements set forth in the “type”  He is the “anti-type” of the 
Kinsman-Redeemer!  Amen and amen! 

 
III. The “Kinsman” Redeemer - The Doctrine Taught in the New Testament 

 
“God sets the conditions for redemption. Then He completely fulfills them 
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in His Son, Jesus the Christ. The means of redemption is the 
substitutionary death of Christ as a sacrifice for sin (Rom. 3:23-24;  
1 Cor.1:30; Eph. 1:7; 2:13; Heb .9:15; 1 Pet. 1:18-19). Christ satisfies all the 
requirements of the Law. This is why Jesus Christ came in human flesh. He 
came to be our Kinsman-Redeemer. By becoming man, he became one like 
us, our Kinsman. An angel could not redeem us, because they are not a 
kinsman. But God taking on human flesh, fulfilling all the demands of the 
Law, paid the penalty for our sins. The result of redemption is that we are 
free. The doctrine of redemption is very liberating, helping us to no longer 
feel guilt again.” - Tom Elseroad 
 
“Although the doctrine of redemption from sin is taught extensively in the 
NewTestament, it is not connected closely with the Old Testament concept 
of kinsman-redeemer.  Christ can, however, be regarded as an example of a 
kinsman-redeemer since he identified himself with us and redeemed us 
because of our need. Hebrews 2:11 states that "Both the one who makes 
men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is 
not ashamed to call them brothers." Jesus is not only our redeemer from 
sin, but as Hebrews 2:16-18 and 4:14-16 point out, he is a kinsman to us 
and understands our struggles. Thus he is able to help us in our times of 
need.” - Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology. 

 
A Key Scriptural Passage: 
 
[READ   ] Gal. 4:1-5  
1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 
though he be lord of all; 
2 But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. 
3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the 
world: 
4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under [the] law, 
5 To redeem them that were under [the] law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons. 

  
Jesus Christ is the great fulfillment of the type.  There are four requirements that 
scripture states, and this is clearly revealed in the inspired story of Ruth and 
Boaz: Jesus Christ perfectly fulfills what was required for one to be a 
Kinsman-Redeemer and we shall consider these in order today and in our next 
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fellowship.  So, our Lord Jesus Christ is Redeemer and in proof of that we shall 
see that he fullfilled all of the Requirements of a Kinsman-Redeemer: 
 

#1: Firstly, He was our kinsman 
#2: Secondly, he was free of the debt or obligation owed 
#3: He must was able to provide the required payment  
#4: Fourthly, he was willing to perform the payment and in fact did so fully 
and completely 

 
● Firstly, he was our kinsman (Lev.25:25, 47-50; Ruth.2:1,20; 3:12-13; 4:6, 14) 

 
○ He became our kinsman according to the flesh through the 

incarnation, providing Him the necessary blood relationship with 
mankind. The Gospels: John 1:1,14; Rom. 8:3-4; 2 Cor. 8:9; Phil. 
2:7-9; Heb. 1:2-3; 2:14-15 

 
○ Key scriptures: 

 
[READ   ] Rom. 8:3-4  
3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 
God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh: 
4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
 
[READ   ] Heb. 2:14-15  
14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he 
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 
15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. 
 
[READ   ] Phil. 2:7-9  
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name: 
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■ This is the doctrine of the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  There is no question that Paul is teaching that boldly 
in his letters. 

 
■ There some depth to the teaching: 

 
● All three of these passages teach that the Son of God 

was “made flesh”, and John 1 states so clearly and so 
many other scriptures also underscore.  Of course, this 
means that he was the Son of God eternally, and also 
that he continued to be the Son of God after the 
incarnation.  Each of these truths have been denied by 
many. 

● This doctrine is called by theologians the “hypostatic 
union” and is profound and yet fundamental to our faith! 
Amen. 

 
[Your comments?] 

 
● Secondly, he was himself free of the debt or obligation owed (Ruth 4:4-6) 

 
○ Christ was free from our bondage and not enslaved to our sin:  

Acts 20:28; Heb. 2:9-10, 14-17; 4:15-16; 1 Pet. 1:18-19 
 

○ Several key scriptures: 
 

[READ   ] Heb. 2:9-10, 14-17  
9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the 
grace of God should taste death for every man. 
10 For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, 
in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation 
perfect through sufferings. 
. . . 
14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he 
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 
15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
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subject to bondage. 
16 For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on 
him the seed of Abraham. 
17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his 
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. [this 
statement seems unlimited here, but is limited later in chapter 4] 
 
[READ   ] Heb. 4:15-16  
15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without [or, “apart from”] sin. 
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
 
[READ   ] 1 Pet. 1:18-20  
18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation 
received by tradition from your fathers; 
19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot: 
20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifest in these last times for you, 
 

■ So our Lord Jesus, in his incarnation, was without blemish 
and without sin!  He fully participated in the human nature but 
only in its “perfection” and not in its fallen “imperfections”. 

 
■ The perfect humanity of Christ is stated therefore both 

positively and negatively, to make the strongest statement 
possible.  He fully took part in humanity BUT without or apart 
from sin itself. 

 
[Your comments?] 

 
Conclusions / Application: 
 
Jesus Christ perfectly fulfills what was required for one to be a 
Kinsman-Redeemer, with Boaz as the “type” and our Lord as the “anti-type”: 
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#1: Firstly, He was our kinsman 
#2: Secondly, he was himself free of the debt or obligation owed 

 
● As we shall see next time, he not only was qualified fully to be our 

redeemer according to the Old Testament model as illustrated so well in 
the book of Ruth, but he also took our place, paid the price, and set us free 
from the law of sin and death and from even “the rudiments of this world”! 
So Christ most blessedly became our redeemer!  

 
● And we have been set free and have become his inheritance.  The glories of 

this are unspeakable indeed. 
 
[Your comments?] 
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