
 

"God Selects Yet Another Gentile in Messiah's Genealogy -- Ruth - Part 2” 
 
A Little Review: 

 
Rom. 11:33-34  
33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
 
Again, we have have, in our fellowships on Sunday mornings, been 
privileged to consider how the Lord God has worked in human hearts to 
accomplish his mighty plan of redemption.  Recently we have seen how 
God used a Gentile woman named Rahab, one of Israel’s judges, a woman 
named Deborah, and another woman named Jael.  But a major focus of our 
studies was with a woman named Hannah (meaning “favored”) who was 
given a son in her old age named Samuel (meaning “heard of God”). 
Hannah had a great legacy through Samuel as God used him to select 
Israel’s first king, Saul.  Saul was desired by the people that they might be 
like other nations) but was in due time rejected by Samuel (and by God 
himself, of course) due to his open failure to obey the clear 
commandments of the Lord.  

 
● Saul’s rejection then set the stage for the anointing of a new king in his 

place, David.  But God allowed Satan to work through Saul (even 
miraculously) while God’s Holy Spirit rested upon David protecting him at 
every Satanic attack.  This was a chaotic period in Israel’s history as over 
several years Saul determined to kill David but in every case instead God 
delivered Saul into David’s hand protecting him from Saul’s attacks. 
 

● Remember Michal, Saul’s daughter and now David’s wife.  Instead of 
delivering David over to Saul (which was Saul’s plan), she saved David by 
lowering him in a basket from a window! 
 

● Then Saul was delivered by the Lord God into David’s hands in a cave and 
also after that in two dramatic meetings where even though David could 
have easily killed Saul, he refrained, giving his respect for God’s anointed 
as his reason!  This became a major theme in the latter part of this book. 
 

● 1 Samuel concludes with the final chapter in Saul’s life as he in the end 

1 



 

commits suicide and David is raised offically to the throne.  
 

● Then, as a seal on this part of Israel’s revealed history, David’s eulogy 
regarding Saul in 2 Sam. 1 again underscores David’s great awareness of 
the sovereignty of God over his creation throughout the conflict with Saul. 
David was truly proven to be a “man after God’s own heart in all of this. 
One “word” was used by the author to summarize all of these events 
leading up to David’s coronation formally as king: “How have the mighty 
fallen!”.  And, how have the pillars of the earth been RAISED UP (as 
Hannah’s great song of praise and thanksgiving in 1 Sam. 2 has recorded 
it) by God’s overwhelming power over his creation?  God knows the future 
always because he knows the present will always conform to his plan 
whatever the arch enemy does.  What a blessing for us all to know of this 
today for it continues to be true today!  So Hannah’s legacy through 
Samuel extends from just before Samuel’s birth until just before David’s 
coronation and the period of the Davidic Kingdom. 
 

This brings us to our study today as we consider again the story of Ruth, indeed 
another Gentile woman who is so centrally used by God in Israel’s history and int 
the genealogy of the coming prince, Israel’s Messiah and our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus.  Again, the word “how” is central.  The question today will be as it was in 
our fellowship last time: “How does God fill in the gaps in his eternal plan of 
redemption leading to KING MESSIAH?”  How will in the period of the Judges 
“the present” develop to support those promises and those plans?  
 
Last Week: 
 

#1: God Preserved A Little Family in a Time of Famine in Israel 
 

● So where there had been a small but growing family, there are now 
three widows since all of the men have died.  Widows usually had a 
very hard life in ancient times since they were so dependent -- and 
being in a foreign land would only make that more difficult.  So 
Naomi determines to return to Israel having heard that the famine 
there has ended.  And it is the time of harvest . . . 

 
● So she asks her daughter’s in law if they will stay or go with her 

(hinting that it would be easier for them if they should decide to stay 
in the land of their birth.)  

2 



 

 
● But Ruth determines to stay with Naomi and her great confession of 

both loyalty to her mother in law and to the Lord God is most 
memorable:  Ruth 1:16-17:  “And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, 
or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and 
where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God: Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the 
LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.” 
. . . 
Ruth 1:22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in 
law, with her, which returned out of the country of Moab: and they came to 
Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest. 

 
#2: God Prepared His Chosen Vehicle for Messiah’s Royal Line -- Another 
Gentile Woman (Ruth) 
 
Ruth 2:1, 15-16, 20  
1 And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of 
the family of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. 
. . . 
15 And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, 
saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and reproach her not: 
16 And let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave 
them, that she may glean them, and rebuke her not. 
. . . 
20 And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the LORD, 
who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi 
said unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen. 
 

● The kinsman language (verse 20) here is important.  The doctrine of 
the Kinsman-Redeemer is fundamental to understanding the book of 
Ruth -- and the redemptive plan of God!  “Next kinsman” here is 
“redeemer”!  And this shall be our main subject today as we 
continue to learn how God worked through Ruth and Boaz so many 
centuries ago. 

 
#3: God Promoted a Redeemer to Further Fulfill His Promises (Boaz) 
 

Ruth 3:9 And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth 
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thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for 
thou art a near kinsman. 

 
9 And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are 
witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was Elimelech's, and 
all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi. 
10 Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I 
purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his 
inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his 
brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day. 
11 And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We 
are witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is come into thine 
house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of 
Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in 
Bethlehem: 
12 And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare 
unto Judah, of the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young 
woman. 

 
Ruth 4:1-22  
1 Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there: and, behold, 
the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said, Ho, such 
a one! turn aside, sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat down. 
2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down 
here. And they sat down. 
3 And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the 
country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our brother 
Elimelech's: 
4 And I thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, 
and before the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if 
thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know: for there is none to 
redeem it beside thee; and I am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it. 
5 Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, 
thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise 
up the name of the dead upon his inheritance. 
6 And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own 
inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot redeem it. 
7 Now this was the manner in former time in Israel concerning redeeming 
and concerning changing, for to confirm all things; a man plucked off his 
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shoe, and gave it to his neighbour: and this was a testimony in Israel. 
8 Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he drew off 
his shoe. 

 
Ruth 4:13, 16-22 
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in 
unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son. 
. . . 
16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became 
nurse unto it. 
17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a 
son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father 
of Jesse, the father of David. 
18 Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron, 
19 And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab, 
20 And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon, 
21 And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, 
22 And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David. 

 
Our Outline Today: 
 

The “Kinsman” Redeemer - The Old Testament “Type”: 
 

#1: The Scriptures Reveal a Greater Redemption Yet to Come (Hebrew: 
“gael”) 
#2: There is a Foreshadowing in the Mosaic Redemption of Lands and 
Property 
#3: There is a Foreshadowing also in the Mosaic Redemption of Persons 
#4: The Doctrine or the Kinsman-Redeemer: Some Comments 

 
I. The Scriptures regarding Redemption (Hebrew: “gael”) 

 
The Scriptures for "Kinsman" (or, simply, “Redeemer”).  The Hebrew Word 
is usually “gael”, and is most often translated “redeem”.  This word occurs 
104 times and provided the foundation in scripture for the doctrine of the 
atonement and for the redemption of sinners.  Including related words, the 
same concept is referred to about 300 times in the Old Testament! 
 
It is therefore a large subject indeed and we shall consider it here for 
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several fellowship meetings.  Today we open with the Old Testament 
scriptures defining this most important “type”.  Later we shall consider the 
New Testament fulfillment for this “type” or the “anti-type” as it is called by 
theologians.  Finally, we shall consider, Lord willing, the over all doctrine of 
redemption as taught in the entire Word of God.  We begin today with some 
key verses, starting in Genesis.  Take note as we proceed that all of this 
relates to the overarching and greatest theme of the entire Word of God, 
God’s Plan of Redemption through the Seed of the Woman: 

 
[READ   ] Gen. 48:16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the 
lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth. 

 
[READ   ] Ex. 6:6-8  
6 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you 
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their 
bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great 
judgments: 
7 And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall 
know that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians. 
8 And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I am the 
LORD. 

 
● These scriptures reveal the profound essense of meaning of the 

word “gael” in context and point the way, from the beginning there in 
Genesis, to the unveiling of the details of the great plan of God’s 
redemption of sinners.  Amen. 

 
Some practical regulations regarding redemption or "buying back": 
 
[READ   ] Lev. 25:23-28  
23 The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is mine; for ye are strangers 
and sojourners with me. 
24 And in all the land of your possession ye shall grant a redemption for the 
land. 
25 If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his possession, and 
if any of his kin come to redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother 
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sold. 
26 And if the man have none to redeem it, and himself be able to redeem it; 
27 Then let him count the years of the sale thereof, and restore the overplus unto 
the man to whom he sold it; that he may return unto his possession. 
28 But if he be not able to restore it to him, then that which is sold shall remain in 
the hand of him that hath bought it until the year of jubile: and in the jubile it shall 
go out, and he shall return unto his possession. 
 
[All of the highlighted words are translations of “gael” or a cognate word] 
  
Also, regarding revenge or restitution (redemption in a more general 
sense): 
 
Num. 5:6-8  
6 Speak unto the children of Israel, When a man or woman shall commit any sin 
that men commit, to do a trespass against the LORD, and that person be guilty; 
7 Then they shall confess their sin which they have done: and he shall 
recompense his trespass with the principal thereof, and add unto it the fifth part 
thereof, and give it unto him against whom he hath trespassed. 
8 But if the man have no kinsman to recompense the trespass unto, let the 
trespass be recompensed unto the LORD, even to the priest; beside the ram of 
the atonement, whereby an atonement shall be made for him. 
 
. . . [many more scriptures, of course, could be added here] 
 
Job 19:25 For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth: 

 
Then, regarding the cities of refuge: 
 
Num. 35:9-13  
9 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come over 
Jordan into the land of Canaan; 
11 Then ye shall appoint you cities to be cities of refuge for you; that the slayer 
may flee thither, which killeth any person at unawares. 
12 And they shall be unto you cities for refuge from the avenger; that the 
manslayer die not, until he stand before the congregation in judgment. 
13 And of these cities which ye shall give six cities shall ye have for refuge. 
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… 
25 And the congregation shall deliver the slayer out of the hand of the revenger 
of blood, and the congregation shall restore him to the city of his refuge, whither 
he was fled: and he shall abide in it unto the death of the high priest, which was 
anointed with the holy oil. 
26 But if the slayer shall at any time come without the border of the city of his 
refuge, whither he was fled; 
27 And the revenger of blood find him without the borders of the city of his 
refuge, and the revenger of blood kill the slayer; he shall not be guilty of blood: 

 
II. The Redemption of Lands and Property 

 
 The redemption of lands and property under the Mosaic Law: 
 

Lev. 25:10, 23-25 
10 And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all 
the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubile unto you; and 
ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every 
man unto his family. 
 
. . .  
23 The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is mine; for ye are 
strangers and sojourners with me. 
24 And in all the land of your possession ye shall grant a redemption for 
the land. 
25 If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his 
possession, and if any of his kin come to redeem it, then shall he redeem 
that which his brother sold. 
 

And now, with this entire teaching on redemption based so thoroughly on 
those fundamental and defining scriptures, we come to Ruth (“gael” is 
found 18 times in Ruth compared to  22 times in Leviticus, 11 times in the 
Psalms, and 24 times in Isaiah - but those books are very long and Ruth is 
very short, so there is a much greater emphasis here on Ruth): 
 
Ruth 2:19-20  
19 And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned to day? and 
where wroughtest thou? blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee. And she 
shewed her mother in law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's 
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name with whom I wrought to day is Boaz. 
20 And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the LORD, who 
hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto 
her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen. 

 
Ruth 3:8-9  
8 And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned himself: 
and, behold, a woman lay at his feet. 
9 And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: 
spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman. 

 
[Jer. 32:6-44 is also important but we leave that for your individual study.] 

 
III. The Redemption of Persons 

 
The redemption of persons under the Mosaic Law is different but closely 
related to the redemption of property and land we have just looked at (this 
section is mostly quoted with some changes from the excellent analysis 
published at http://www.lakeeriebiblechurch.org): 
 

● Persons who were slaves had been made slaves under the Law in 
one or more ways: 

 
○ Enslaved due to warfare:  Deut.20:10-14 
○ Enslaved due to personal debts:  2 Kings. 4:1; Neh. 5:5 
○ Enslaved due being sold as a slave: Ex.21:7-11 
○ Enslaved as an adult . . .  

■ Due to a crime committed: Exo.22:3 
■ Voluntarily:  Lev. 25:39 

○ Enslaved due kidnapping:  Ex. 21:16; Deut. 24:7 
 

● The length of enslavement under the Law was limited Lev.25:54-55 
○ Unless one sold himself into slavery - no limitation in that 

case. Lev.25:39-46 
 

● A special case also existed however.  If an Israelite was forced to sell 
himself to a resident alien, the Kinsman-Redeemer became an available 
option.  Lev.25:47-55 
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○ This option provided for an order of responsibility that must 
be followed in the performance of the duties of the go’el.  Lev. 
25:48-49; Ruth 3:12 

 
○ The value of his work and the number of years that remained 

until the next Jubilee calculated the actual redemption price. 
Lev.25:50ff 

 
Lev. 25:47-50  
47 And if a sojourner or stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother 
that dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell himself unto the stranger or 
sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the stranger's family: 
48 After that he is sold he may be redeemed again; one of his 
brethren may redeem him: 
49 Either his uncle, or his uncle's son, may redeem him, or any 
that is nigh of kin unto him of his family may redeem him; or if 
he be able, he may redeem himself. 
50 And he shall reckon with him that bought him from the year that 
he was sold to him unto the year of jubile: and the price of his sale 
shall be according unto the number of years, according to the time 
of an hired servant shall it be with him. 
 

IV. The Doctrine: Some Closing Comments 
 
Let’s summarize what we have been priviledged to see in God’s word this 
morning.  We will look into this in much more detail in the coming two 
lessons.  But for now, this is what we have seen: 
 

● The entire story of God’s redemptive plan for sinners in found 
“typographically” in the teaching under Moses Law regarding the 
Kinsman-Redeemer.  

 
● Because of God’s promises regarding the Seed of the Woman and 

how he planned to deliver the reality of those promises to his chosen 
people, Israel, and then to us as well as the redeemed according to 
the riches of his grace, God was honor bound to provide a means of 
redemption for those in great need.  The Kinsman-Redeemer is a 
critical reminder to Israel (and to us as well) that God is therefore 
sovereign over his plan and his people. 
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● But the Land of Promise was also key due to the promises that 

included reference to the land.  And so there was provision for lands 
and properties to be returned to their original owners at the end of a 
Jubilee Period of 50 years and also provision but a return even 
sooner if there were a “willing” Kinsman-Redeemer who would pay 
the needed price of redemption. 

 
● The story of Naomi and Ruth is at the center of this teaching, and 

Ruth and Boaz go down in sacred history as the evidence again of 
the Lord God selecting even the weak things of this world that the 
mighty might be brought to nothing, as Paul writes much later.  Ruth 
hereby becomes the wife of her Kinsman-Redeemer, Boaz, and they 
become the great grandparents of King David!  You know the rest of 
the story! 

 
 
Praise the Lord!  Amen. 
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