
 

The Long War Against God: 
 "Daniel’s Last Days Prophecies and Our Blessings Under Grace" 

 
 
Theme Verses: 
 
Is. 46:9-13 
9 Remember the former things of old: for I [am] God, and [there is] none else; [I 
am] God, and [there is] none like me, 
10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times [the things] 
that are not [yet] done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure: 
11 Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel 
from a far country: yea, I have spoken [it], I will also bring it to pass; I have 
purposed [it], I will also do it. 
12 Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that [are] far from righteousness: 
13 I bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall 
not tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory. 
 

● Verse 10: “Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times [the 
things] that are not [yet] done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all 
my pleasure”.  This most amazing.  Israel and the Gentiles, promises of 
God regarding his people.  Declaring the end from the beginning.  Most 
amazing and challenging, I hope for all of us here today.  My testimony . . 
. 

 
Introduction: 
 

● Today we will go back to Daniel to begin with and finish there in that great 
book of the Bible.  Then we will turn to the rest of the story as the apostle 
Paul reveals it in his great letter to the Romans.  
 
But let’s ask this question before we begin:  What is the Bible? 
 
[Any answers?] 

 
● My answer [very short]: The Bible is the faithful record given by the Lord 

God of a Long War that has been raging from just after his creation of this 
world, of a garden where perfection was evident everywhere, and of two 
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persons, Adam and Eve, created in a moment of time by Almighty God, 
the Creator, and given a perfect environment where every need was met 
and desires were pure.  But God’s greatest creation of all, Lucifer, had 
already rebelled against God’s authority and his complete and total 
sovereignty over all of his creation and had led Eve and then Adam into 
rebellion and sin as well.  The history of how that open warfare of satan 
against God develops and of the Lord God’s plan for mankind and his and 
her eventual redemption from rebellion and sin -- that is the essence and 
meaning of the Bible.  The key to understanding the Bible is the simple 
but profound realization that the Seed of the Woman promise found in 
Gen. 3:15 provides the theme of the entire book -- from Genesis to 
Revelation.  
 
In our fellowship here over the last year and a half we have followed this 
“story”, this “history” carefully bringing us step by step now to a point 
where we are finishing up our studies in the Books of Daniel and 
Revelation.  We have therefore seen how the “end time scenario” will  
 
God truly does know the end from the beginning! 

 
● If you were here with us in our studies, or if you have studied Daniel 

recently, you will remember how at the end of his great book Daniel had 
some unexpected visitors.  The result of that was that Daniel was greatly 
encouraged.  For though God knows the end from the beginning, he 
nevertheless has a heart of great compassion for his own whatever their 
circumstances may be. Understanding how this might be is beyond our 
limited capabilities, but we may read what is written here, believe it, 
taking God at his word, and all will be well.  Daniel had lived to a very old 
age and had endured many trials and tribulations, as had his own nation.  
 
Let’s look there again just for a moment before we proceed. . . 

 
Dan. 10:5-6 
5 Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in 
linen, whose loins [were] girded with fine gold of Uphaz: 
6 His body also [was] like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, 
and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to 
polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude. 
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○ This is a theophany, or a revelation of the Lord God himself (and 
here, the pre-incarnate son of God).  It is one of the greatest if not 
THE greatest theophany in all of the Bible.  Rev. 1:13 speaks in the 
same but abbreviated language of the exalted Lord Jesus Christ. 
This revelation is most wonderful indeed, is it not?  We can only 
imagine how it seemed to Daniel.  

 
Dan. 10:12-14, 18-19 
12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou 
didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, 
thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. 
13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty 
days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I 
remained there with the kings of Persia. 
14 Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in 
the latter days: for yet the vision [is] for [many] days. 
. . .  
18 Then there came again and touched me [one] like the appearance of a 
man, and he strengthened me, 
19 And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace [be] unto thee, be 
strong, yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was 
strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened 
me. 

 
● This language recording the very words of the Son of Man, the 

pre-incarnate Christ, is mind expanding for us and I am sure it would have 
been for Daniel as well.  Several times he expressed the effect it had upon 
him regarding his total loss of strength humanly speaking and how he 
was put into a deep sleep as a result.  But the Lord gave him the strength 
to go on and to receive the understanding intended. 
  

● Take special note here how the battles in the heavens are reflected on the 
earth with nations and their struggles for dominance over each other. 
The Greeks are going to gain the ascendance finally over the Mede & 
Persian empires.  That dominance by Greece would be followed by the 
worldwide dominance of Rome.  Rome would be then destined by God 
himself to be dominant throughout the long centuries of the Times of the 
Gentiles until the final days of satan’s power over the nations of the earth 
and its final event, the Battle of Armageddon as found detailed in Rev. 19 
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and also in Dan. 11. 
 

I BELIEVE THIS IS A SUFFICIENT INTRODUCTION TO OUR STUDIES 
HERE OVER THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS:  IN DANIEL AND IN THE 
REVELATION WE FIND BOTH THE END OF THE STORY AND ALSO WHAT 
LIES IN BETWEEN AND LEADS STEP BY STEP TO THAT END AS 
REVEALED THERE.  AND ALTHOUGH THIS IS ALL ON A GRAND AND 
EVEN COSMIC SCALE, THE LORD GOD HAS A PLACE IN HIS HEART 
FOR SINNERS SUCH AS DANIEL -- AND OURSELVES, YOU CAN BE 
SURE!  
 
CAN YOU FIND YOURSELF IN THIS BOOK?  I DID . . . A SNAPSHOT OF 
MY TESTIMONY. . . 

 
I. Israel and the Nations in Prophecy -  As Revealed to Daniel & John 

 
● Historically & chapter by chapter: 

○ Chapter 1: Choice young men are selected for for special 
positions in the Babylonian government. 

○ Chapter 2: The king’s dream interpreted 
○ Chapter 3: A golden image provides the framework for the 

prophecies even to the end of time and three Jewish young 
men are delivered from the fiery furnace 

○ Chapter 4: God changes the heart of the king: 
 

[READ   ] Dan. 4:17  This matter [is] by the decree of the 
watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the 
intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth 
up over it the basest of men. 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 4:32-34 
32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling [shall be] 
with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as 
oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that 
the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will. 
33 The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: 
and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his 
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body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown 
like eagles' [feathers], and his nails like birds' [claws]. 
34 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine 
eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, 
and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that 
liveth for ever, whose dominion [is] an everlasting dominion, and 
his kingdom [is] from generation to generation: 
 

○ Chapter 5: The handwriting of judgment written on a wall 
○ Chapter 6: Daniel is delivered from the lion’s den 
○ Chapter 7: Four beasts are the centerpiece of an amazing 

vision 
○ Chapter 8: That is followed by a vision of a ram and goat 
○ Chapter 9: Daniel's great “70 weeks” prophecy 
○ Chapter 10: Daniel’s visitation is most blessed and 

encouraging 
○ Chapter 11: Many worldly conflicts are prophesied yet to 

come 
○ Chapter 12: The end is revealed with many details kept 

secret.  But the resurrections at the Second Coming and 
Daniel’s own are the final note of the great song of God’s 
victory over satan and devil.  Amen.  What a book. 

 
● So what do we see here?  Israel shall be exalted - the promises God 

made to the fathers and the nation by the prophets shall be kept. . . 
 
But first there must be much suffering before the appointed glory. 
the Law demanded that and Moses explained clearly that 
disobedience to that Law would eventually bring judgment upon 
the nation of Israel.  Instead of the blessings and kingdom glory 
offered to the nation, they would have tribulation and judgment. 
And God would use the Gentile nations for this purpose. 

 
● This is the theme of the prophets before the Babylonian Captivity, 

during the exile in Babylon and Persia and after the exile has 
ended.  It is also the theme of our Lord Jesus in his earthly ministry 
and the theme of the apostle John as we have seen in the last book 
of our Bibles, the Revelation.  
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BUT WOULD ISRAEL LISTEN?  WOULD GOD’S OWN PEOPLE THE 
JEWS RESPOND IN FAITH AND OBEDIENCE?  
 
WE KNOW THE ANSWER, LIVING NEARLY 2500 YEARS AFTER 
DANIEL’S PROPHECIES WERE WRITTEN. HISTORY PROVES THAT 
ISRAEL WAS DISOBEDIENT TO THE LAW AND HAS BEEN SET 
ASIDE BY ALMIGHTY GOD AS A RESULT.  AND, AS WE SHALL 
SEE TODAY, THIS “SETTING ASIDE” WAS BUT A STEP IN 
ISRAEL’S FINAL BLESSING AND EXALTATION -- AS AGAIN, 
DANIEL AND THE OTHER PROPHETS HAVE SO CLEARLY 
WRITTEN. 

 
● BUT, YOU MIGHT REASONABLY INTERJECT, THIS IS ALL ABOUT 

ISRAEL AND THE JEWS, NOT ABOUT US TODAY WHO ARE NOT 
JEWS.  WHAT ABOUT US TODAY.  

 
● THE ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION IS A PROFOUND ONE 

BECAUSE THE QUESTION ITSELF IS PROFOUND.  
 
BUT THE FULL ANSWER TO THE QUESTION MAY NOT BE WHAT 
YOU MIGHT EXPECT.  FOR GOD DOES NOT REVEAL EVERYTHING 
ALL AT ONCE AND SOMETIMES HE REVEALS IT BUT THE 
UNDERSTANDING OF THAT MAY NOT BE KNOWN UNTIL MUCH 
LATER. . . 
 
And, if you have studied the Book of Daniel recently you will 
remember what was revealed to Daniel about the “last days”, even 
the last days of Israel as revealed prophetically.  Something stood 
out there.  Several times it was repeated: 

 
○ Dan. 12:4  But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the 

book, [even] to the time of the end: [see also 8:26] 
 

● And so the full understanding of the prophecy was impossible 
since God himself had sealed it and reserved it for a future time, 
even “the time of the end”, namely, the end of the time yet future 
when all those things foretold regarding Israel would be brought to 
pass by the power of Almighty God.  According to so much 
prophecy, Satan would be defeated in his long war and in the end 
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the Lord would be glorified ALONG WITH HIS PEOPLE ISRAEL. 
 
 
 

● So there is a principle at work here:  God reveals much that cannot 
be understood until later, when he gives the understanding. So God 
promises here that he will give understanding later when that 
knowledge will be so needed.  It was true for Israel and it is equally 
true today -- God gave revelation and understanding appropriate 
for the time and for the circumstances at hand. 

 
● But what we learn though Paul many many centuries later after the 

final prophet had written, is that God set Israel aside for a greater 
purpose even that what any Jew could have ever imagined: a great 
purpose of redemption regarding the Gentiles, regarding the world, 
REGARDING SINNERS WHEREVER THEY MAY BE FOUND! 

  
● Yes, Israel will in God’s good timing be exalted after their trials and 

sufferings have come to their appointed end.  But that God had in 
mind yet another plan that would be brought to fruition in due time. 
That plan was consistent with Israel’s being setting aside 
temporarily Paul reveals for us in the Romans.  And we shall see 
now how Israel’s setting aside was even a necessity before God’s 
future program for us Gentiles was fully revealed.  And that is 
where the Revelation of the Mystery comes in.  Let’s look at this 
great letter of Paul to the Romans, chapter 9. 

 
II. Israel and the Nations in According to the Mystery -  As Revealed to Paul 

 
● Paul begins this section of his greatest letter with a focus on 

Israel’s future glory will be glorious indeed and is based on 
promises to the Fathers, the Mosaic Law, and on Messianic 
prophecies. Here he underscores that “covenant” relationship in 
the strongest and most personal language imaginable: 

 
[READ   ] Rom. 9:3-5 
3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, 
my kinsmen according to the flesh: 
4 Who are Israelites; to whom [pertaineth] the adoption, and the glory, 
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and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service [of God], 
and the promises; 
5 Whose [are] the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ 
[came], who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 

 
● But so much more was yet to come that HAD NOT BEEN 

REVEALED: 
 

[READ   ] Rom. 9:22-23 
22 [What] if God, willing to shew [his] wrath, and to make his power 
known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to 
destruction: 
23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels 
of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory 
 

● Here we see that God had a plan!  He had a purpose.  Nothing was 
going to occur accidentally.  And, in fact, there was a “scarlet 
thread” woven through the prophetic writings that had to do with 
the Seed of the Woman (Gen. 3:15) but that was to a great degree 
hidden in those scriptures.  Yes, the coming Messiah is a theme of 
the Old Testament.  But all of that was in reference to a nation 
living under a law given by the hand of angels to a prophet named 
Moses. Paul reveals here that there was a hidden element far 
different from the Law and the Works it Required, an element more 
important and precious indeed.  That element was indeed the shed 
blood of God’s only begotten Son and his glorious resurrection! 
 
[READ   ] Rom. 9:30-33 
30 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after 
righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness 
which is of faith. 
31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not 
attained to the law of righteousness. [that is, the one that was by faith 
and not by works] 
32 Wherefore? Because [they sought it] not by faith, but as it were by the 
works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 
33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of 
offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 
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● So God’s righteous standard for mankind in general, seeing that 
they are all by heritage and nature sinners, was completely 
separate and apart from this law given to Israel but never given to 
the Gentiles. 
 
[READ   ] Rom. 10:1-4 
1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they 
might be saved. 
2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according 
to knowledge. 
3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about 
to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God. 
4 For Christ [is] the end of the law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth. 
 

● And here is where the Gentiles come into the picture, as had 
happened many times in Israel’s history . . . 
 
[READ   ] Rom. 10:19  But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, 
I will provoke you to jealousy by [them that are] no people, [and] by a 
foolish nation I will anger you. 
 

● God’s working is through divine election, regarding Israel and 
regarding the Gentiles: 
 
[READ   ] Rom. 11:1-5 
1 say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am 
an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, [of] the tribe of Benjamin. 
2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not 
what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God 
against Israel, saying, 
3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; 
and I am left alone, and they seek my life. 
4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to 
myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to [the 
image of] Baal. 
5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace. 
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● These are powerful words indeed - let’s let them sink into our 

hearts and minds and transform us forever.  And now the sacred 
secret, the “mystery” revealed to Paul [regarding the Gentile 
purpose of God under grace: 
 
[READ   ] Rom. 11:25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be 
ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own 
conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 
 

● How wonderful indeed!  God’s program for the ages has included 
even us sinners today - if we will take God at his word believing 
him regarding his greatest gift of all, that of his only Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

 
● This brings us to our final comments for today.  Let me ask this 

question, a question we cannot evade IF WE HAVE READ AND 
DESIRE TO KNOW THE GOD OF THE BIBLE AND HIS EXALTED 
STANDARD FOR SINNERS SUCH AS OURSELVES.  THAT 
QUESTION IS THIS:  HOW SERIOUSLY IS THE LORD GOD 
CONCERNED ABOUT YOU AND YOUR LIFE?  THE ANSWER 
INVOLVES THE NATION OF ISRAEL IN AN AMAZING WAY AS WE 
HAVE JUST SEEN.  

 
● Israel failed because they did not take him at his word and 

ultimately even stumbled over the “stone of stumbling” and “rock 
of offense”.  They thought they had the works that would justify 
them when it was faith that the Lord required.  What about us? 
What about you, me?  Will we stumble like they did, allowing 
human religion and our many and “sincere” efforts so fraught with 
failure to cloud our spiritual vision entirely? 

 
Final Conclusions and an Exhortation: 
 

● Only believing the Lord God and taking him at his word regarding 
his son, Our Lord Jesus, may any sinner be saved.  And we are all 
sinners by nature and by choice.  There are no exceptions.  Will we 
take God at his word? 
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● In the Romans God reveals through his servant Paul the key to life 
and to eternity.  And that is through personal faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only mediator between a holy God and sinful man. 
Will we take God at his word?   Will we? 

 
Rom. 1:16-20 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 
written, The just shall live by faith. 
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 
19 ¶ Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath 
shewed [it] unto them. 
20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, [even] his eternal power and 
Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 
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