
 

The Long War Against God: 
 "Daniel’s Final Revelation - His Encouragement by the Son of God" 

 
 
Introduction: 
 

● We have concluded our studies in the Book of Revelation.  I hope our 
time here has been a blessing to you as it has been for me.  Last time we 
finished looking into Rev. 12.  I hope it was a blessing as we saw so many 
links there with the rest of the revelation of Almighty God regarding the 
great plan of redemption and “the Long War Against God” waged through 
time by the Lord’s arch-enemy, satan. 

 
● We have considered in several of our fellowships how satan has tried to 

counterfeit Almighty God’s promise in Genesis 3 regarding his chosen 
woman and how through quite a different “woman” he will in due time set 
up his own “woman” to lead astray the peoples of this world. That 
“woman” is called in Rev. 17:5, “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” The 
message of final redemption through the Seed of the Woman of Gen. 3:15 
will always be perverted by satan even in the end times as Revelation 
reveals. 

 
● We have seen how through the many prophets God gave to Israel there 

would be much detail regarding his dealings with the nation over time and 
specifically regarding the many great challenges they would face 
especially during the Great Tribulation period.  Satan would at that time 
through his worldwide dictatorial powers as exercised by the beast 
require perfect obedience including blasphemous acts of satanic 
worship.  Failure to discern this satanic working would inevitably lead to 
receiving the “Mark of the Beast” and that would ensure God’s absolute 
and final judgment.  All of that is found in chapter 13 of the Revelation of 
John and in the succeeding chapters of that amazing book.  

 
● We saw in our studies there how satan will use great miracles designed 

for convincing all that the beast’s workings are the manifestation of 
Almighty God. Foremost were the bringing to life again of the Beast with 
the mortal or fatal wound and the giving of “life” to the Image the worship 
of which was to be required of all.  It was to be assumed that those 
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miracles were possible only by the working of God’s own power.  But 
these miracles and signs would be counterfeits and would be so 
convincing that “if it were possible even the elect themselves” (Matt. 
24:24) would be corrupted by his “lying wonders”.  

 
[Comments / questions?] 

 
● Furthermore, last time we saw how the testing of God’s nation was 

prophesied in Gen. 3 and we find here in Rev. 12 the detailed prophecies 
of how that will be accomplished in God’s good time: 

 
Rev. 12:1-6 
1 And there appeared a great wonder [lit. “sign”] in heaven; a woman clothed 
with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of 
twelve stars: 
2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. . 
. 
3 And there appeared another wonder [“sign”] in heaven; and behold a great 
red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his 
heads. 
4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the 
earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be 
delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. 
5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of 
iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and [to] his throne. 
6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of 
God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred [and] threescore 
days. 

 
● The testing of God’s nation will be essentially “spiritual”:  

 
Rev. 12:7-9 
7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 
8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 
9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his 
angels were cast out with him. 
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● But satan’s victories there will be short and to no ultimate glory to him, as 
the Lord God Almighty will wage warfare that not even satan can change 
overcome.  Only a total victory by the Lord and the full deliverance of his 
people would be the end of these trials and sufferings of God’s own 
people and his nation Israel.  Jerusalem will be delivered even though all 
the nations of this world under satan’s direction will be focused against 
her. 

 
I. Daniel Has Some Unexpected Visitors Proving God’s Love For Him 

 
● Note well the the details of what we are about to read here: 

  
○ These words are all about the time of the end 
○ Those that have understanding will understand - the others 

will be deceived 
○ The urgency of the situation is paramount 
○ And all that will occur according to these visions and 

prophecies will occur during extreme heavenly warfare “in 
the heavens”! 

○ And as one might expect, there will be a national focus to it 
all and Jerusalem and Israel’s covenants will be in the central 
focus here. 

 
[READ   ] Dan. 10:1, 5-7 
1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto 
Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing [was] 
true, but the time appointed [was] long: and he understood the 
thing, and had understanding of the vision. 
. . .  
5 Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man 
clothed in linen, whose loins [were] girded with fine gold of Uphaz: 
6 His body also [was] like the beryl, and his face as the appearance 
of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet 
like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the 
voice of a multitude. 
7 And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me 
saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they 
fled to hide themselves. 
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[READ   ] Dan. 10:10-14 
10 And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees 
and [upon] the palms of my hands. 
11 And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, 
understand the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for 
unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this word unto 
me, I stood trembling. 
12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that 
thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself 
before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy 
words. 
13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and 
twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help 
me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. 
14 Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy 
people in the latter days: for yet the vision [is] for [many] days. 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 10:18-21 
18 Then there came again and touched me [one] like the 
appearance of a man, and he strengthened me, 
19 And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace [be] unto thee, 
be strong, yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was 
strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast 
strengthened me. 
20 Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and 
now will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am 
gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come. 
21 But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: 
and [there is] none that holdeth with me in these things, but 
Michael your prince. 

 
● The persons involved (some human, some angelic and indeed the 

son of man himself): 
 

○ The Son of Man - verses 5 & 6.  This is clearly a theophany, a 
revelation of the Lord God himself, of the pre-incarnate son 
of God.  It is one of the greatest if not THE greatest 
theophany in all of the Bible.  Rev. 1:13 speaks in the same 
but abbreviated language of the exalted Lord Jesus Christ. 
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This revelation is most wonderful indeed, is it not.  We can 
only imagine how it seemed to Daniel.  

 
○ Compare the language here with that found in other places 

regarding the Son of Man who is Christ himself, Israel’s 
Messiah and our savior.  There are definitely some 
similarities - and also some differences. 

 
○ The archangels (Michael in verses 13 & 21 and 12:1 and 

identified as an archangel in Jude 9, and Gabriel in Dan. 8:16 
& 9:21)) 

 
● The content of this revelation: 

 
○ It is all about heavenly warfare directly affecting things here 

on earth 
○ It all points forward to what will be revealed next in  

chapter 11, an overview of the entire period of time called in 
scripture “the times of the Gentiles”: 

 
Lk. 21:24  And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall 
be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled. 

 
○ Daniel is in the center nevertheless of what God is doing and 

it is clear that he is most beloved of Almighty God.  This is so 
comforting, isn’t it.  The Lord God loves his own always! 

 
● The conclusion of this part of the vision given to Daniel is most 

astounding: 
 

Dan. 10:20-21 
20 Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now 
will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, 
lo, the prince of Grecia shall come. 
21 But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and 
[there is] none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your 
prince. 
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○ This language by the Son of Man, the pre-incarnate Christ, is 

mind expanding for us and I am sure it would have been for 
John as well.  Several times he expressed the effect it had 
upon him regarding his total loss of strength humanly 
speaking and how he was put into a deep sleep as a result. 
But the Lord gave him the strength to go on and to receive 
the understanding intended. 

  
○ Note the heavenly and spiritual battles being waged here. 

This is astounding, is it not?  That the Lord would be so 
directly involved personally is revealed clearly here.  That 
also the archangels are personally involved. 

 
○ Note also how the battles in the heavens are reflected on the 

earth with nations and their struggles for dominance over 
each other.  The Greeks are going to gain the ascendence 
finally over the Mede & Persian empires.  That dominance by 
Greece and then by their usurping power, Rome, would be 
then destined by God himself to be dominant throughout the 
long centuries of the Times of the Gentiles until the final 
days of satan’s power over the nations of the earth and its 
final event, the Battle of Armageddon as found detailed in 
Rev. 19 and also in Dan. 11: 

 
III. Daniel Is Told Much Regarding The Times Of The Gentiles Yet To Come  

 
● Chapter 11 unfolds for Daniel and his readers the events leading up 

to that final time in great detail. It all begins with the affairs of the 
nations of Daniel’s own time and as we now know, how the 
heavenly battles described in chapter 10 directly result in changes 
to national supremacy here on the earth.  Some of these are very 
interesting, such as what we read in verses 6 & 7 regarding the part 
the king’s daughter plays in all of this.  Of course, all those living at 
that time would have taken note of this if they had the prophetic 
book of Daniel in their possession. So much here is about the 
about the coming wars in Persia and the Median empire, ending 
specifically with many verses relating directly to the time of 
Antiochus Epiphanes (11:21-45) and the coming dominance by the 
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Grecian empire.  All of this would be easily identifiable by those 
living at that time (about 165 B.C.) and would have been confirming 
the faith of the believers living at that time.  

 
● But, as we have seen, there is much language here that is repeated 

in prophecies yet future even to Christ’s prophecies and those of 
the apostle John.  So to Daniel was the visions and revelations 
given hundreds of years before Christ and by Christ in his earthly 
ministry and by John at the end of the first century A.D. were they 
repeated as still future.  That should not be surprising since several 
times it was revealed that they would not be fulfilled “for many 
days”.  Perhaps in our next fellowship we will compare these 
different revelations, Daniel with Matthew and finally the book of 
Revelation as we finish up our studies here in Daniel at that time. 

 
● Now, how are we to understand all of this?  Prophetic, allegorical, 

or in some other way?  Surely it is proven historically that there 
was an early and partial fulfillment in Antiochus Epiphanes.  But 
the Lord’s reference in Matt. 24 declares the completed fulfillment 
to be future.  And the parallel language in Rev. marks this prophecy 
in Daniel to be prophetic of actual persons and events in the end 
time scenario detailed there.  

 
○ “Antiochus Epiphanes is a tyrannical figure in Jewish 

history, and he is also a foreshadowing of the coming 
Antichrist. The prophet Daniel predicts an atrocity in the 
temple in the end times (Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11). Daniel’s 
prophecy concerns a coming ruler who will cause the 
offerings to cease in the temple and set up “an abomination 
that causes desolation.” While what Antiochus did certainly 
qualifies as an abomination, Jesus speaks of Daniel’s 
prophecy as having a still-future fulfillment (Matthew 
24:15–16; Mark 13:14; Luke 21:20–21). The Antichrist will 
model Antiochus Ephiphanes in his great pride, 
blasphemous actions, and hatred of the Jews.” [from 
gotquestions.com] 
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IV. Daniel’s Encouragement Regarding the Last Days 
 

● [READ   ] Dan. 12:1-3 
1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which 
standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of 
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation [even] to that same 
time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall 
be found written in the book. 
2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame [and] everlasting contempt. 
3 And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. 

 
● The scene changes dramatically at this point.  New we are surely in 

the last days and not at some other point in the long history of the 
Long War against God as it leads up to the conditions that have 
been prophesied (by Daniel and others) for the Great Tribulation 
period. 

 
● The several resurrections are mentioned in this chapter and in fact 

there are more details here regarding them than may be found even 
in the Book of Revelation. 

 
● Notice that this is all about Israel and the Jewish people.  It is not 

about the Gentiles.  In other words, it is to be taken literally.  God 
has blessed his people Israel and he has promised greater blessing 
than those to his people in the future.  Those promises have NOT 
been yet fulfilled, though there have been partial fulfillments as 
have been noted today. 

 
● The prophecy includes the following: 

 
○ Verse 1a: It will be secured by the archangel Michael 
○ Verse 1b: The blessing for Israel cannot come until much 

suffering occurs first. 
○ Verse 1c: The blessing is for the elect who have their names 

written in the “book”, “the Lamb’s book of life” 
○ Verses 2 & 3: There will be two separate resurrections, one to 

blessing and eternal life and the other to shame and eternal 

8 



 

separation from God. 
 

● [READ   ] Dan. 12:4-7 
4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, [even] to the 
time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be 
increased. 
5 Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on 
this side of the bank of the river, and the other on that side of the bank of 
the river. 
6 And [one] said to the man clothed in linen, which [was] upon the 
waters of the river, How long [shall it be to] the end of these wonders? 
7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which [was] upon the waters of 
the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, 
and sware by him that liveth for ever that [it shall be] for a time, times, 
and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power 
of the holy people, all these [things] shall be finished. 
 

● [READ   ] Dan. 12:8-13 
8 And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what [shall 
be] the end of these [things]? 
9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words [are] closed up and 
sealed till the time of the end. 
10 Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked 
shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise 
shall understand. 
11 And from the time [that] the daily [sacrifice] shall be taken away, and 
the abomination that maketh desolate set up, [there shall be] a thousand 
two hundred and ninety days. 
12 Blessed [is] he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three 
hundred and five and thirty days. 
13 But go thou thy way till the end [be]: for thou shalt rest, and stand in 
thy lot at the end of the days. 

 
● Verses 8 -10: The prophecy will be sealed and closed to 

understanding until the time of the end.  “closed” until that time 
comes and there will be “understanding” then by the “wise”. 

 
● Verse 11: Something very special will occur at a point 30 days after 

the end of the Great Tribulation (which is revealed in a number of 
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places to be 3 ½ years long (which is 1260 days, “a time, times, and 
half a time”).  The two resurrections will have already occurred, but 
for some, there will be a special blessing.  Note also the wording 
here regarding the revelation of the beast with the wound that was 
healed as John called it in Dan. 11:31 & Matt. 24:15.  This is the 
beginning of the second half of the Great Tribulation and the 
prophetic clocks will be set for believers at that point. 

 
● Verses 12 - 13: A very special blessing indeed will be reserved for 

some even later than that, at the 1335 day point, 75 days after the 
resurrections mentioned in verses 2 & 3.  It is implied that Daniel’s 
resurrection will be reserved for that “end point”. 

 
Final Conclusions and an Exhortation: 
 

● This was all quite overwhelming for the prophet Daniel, even 
considering all that had already been revealed to him through his 
many years of representing the Lord God in exile in first Babylon 
and now Persia. 

 
● But the Lord in person strengthened him to receive this instruction 

and to write this book for the benefit and blessing of future 
generations.  And the presence and work of the archangels Michael 
and Gabriel were an incredible encouragement to Daniel, you can 
be sure.  Daniel’s main audience here would be the Jewish 
believers down through the ages and especially, looking far ahead, 
those that would live during the Great Tribulation.  But for us as 
well, it is a great blessing to have these words of truth set before 
us.  The greatest lesson of all for us today is the gaining of 
understanding regarding the sovereignty of Almighty God 
throughout human history.  This is true for us today just as it was 
for Daniel and for those generations of Jewish believers yet to 
come. 

 
● Praise God that he knows the end from the beginning.  He knows 

our beginning and he knows our end.  And he had planned glory 
and honor and eternal blessing according to the riches of his 
grace.  Amen. 
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