
 

"The Pillars of the Earth -- Hannah’s Legacy - The Kings -  
Saul’s Replacement, David 

How Have the Mighty Fallen? - Part 1 
 
A Little Review: 
 

We have seen over several of our fellowships how Almighty God worked in 
the hearts of sinful men, women and children.  The Lord God does use 
even sinners, weak and frail ones, as vehicles and instruments to 
accomplish his mighty purpose of redemption according to the Seed of the 
Woman promises. 
 

● He even used a Gentile woman, Rahab, for Israel’s deliverance and later 
two women named Jael and Deborah.   Hannah was then used to deliver a 
son named Samuel who she vowed to give back to the Lord for life-long 
service. 

 
● We saw in our last two fellowships how Hannah’s Legacy developed 

through Samuel and he was used to guide Israel through a time of great 
rebellion by the people.  Although Israel’s Kingdom was established 
through Samuel as Saul was chosen as the first king, God had also 
promised that these human Kingdoms would be characterized by the 
human weaknesses of their kings who would lead their people even further 
in rebellion against God. 

 
● Last time we saw how and why Saul, Israel’s first king was rejected by God 

and how the stage was set therefore for the anointing of a new king, David 
in his place.  We shall see the answer to this great question today, “How 
have the mighty been raised up?  The answer to this question shall require 
us to get into the mind of Almighty God and his eternal plan for 
understanding.  Prepare to be stretching your mind therefore as we 
consider the mind of God as revealed in the final days of Saul. 

 
● You will remember that Saul had disobeyed the clear commandment of God 

through Samuel when he offered sacrifices contrary to God’s instuctions 
(chapter 13).  And even though Saul repented of his sin in that regard, he 
was not forgiven and in verse 14 Samuel issues God’s judgment upon 
Saul: 
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1 Sam. 13:14 But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath 
sought him a man after his own heart, and the LORD hath commanded 
him to be captain over his people, because thou hast not kept that which 
the LORD commanded thee. 

 
● Then in chapter 15 we saw God’s final test for Saul showing great mercy on 

the part of the Lord: Samuel issued the order to Saul to slay the Amalekites 
completely -- but Saul disobeyed and was again rejected: 

 
1 Sam. 15:9  But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the 
sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was 
good, and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was vile and 
refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 
 
1 Sam. 15:10-11 
10 Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying, 
11 It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned 
back from following me, and hath not performed my commandments. 
And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all night. 
 

● We see here Saul’s central error -- his disobedience was cloaked as 
religious work and finger pointing. In verses 22-23 Samuel announces 
God’s rejection of Saul as king in the strongest of words: 

 
1 Sam. 15:22-24; 30-31 
22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams. 
23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the 
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 
24 And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed 
the commandment of the LORD, and thy words: because I feared the 
people, and obeyed their voice. 

 
○ Verses 22 & 23 are two of the most well known verses in the Bible 

and for good reason. 
○ Saul’s rejection has now become a reality effective “this day” (verse 
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28). BUT AS WE SHALL SEE TODAY, THERE IS MUCH STILL TO BE 
WORKED OUT BY THE LORD BEFORE SAUL IS ACTUALL 
REPLACED AS KING BEFORE THE PEOPLE.  SAUL’S ULTIMATE 
FATE IS SEALED BUT HOW MUCH EVIL WILL BE WROUGHT 
BEFORE HIS DESTRUCTION IS COMPLETE. 

 
Today’s Outline: 
 

#1 - Hannah's Legacy - Saul's Replacement, David The New King is Sought 
#2 - Hannah's Legacy - Saul's Replacement, David - The New King is 
Selected 
#3 - Hannah's Legacy - Saul's Replacement, David - The Davidic Kingdom is 
Delayed (chapters 16- 2 Sam. 1) 

 
I. Hannah's Legacy - Saul's Replacement, David The New King is Sought 

 
1 Sam. 16:1, 10  
1 And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I 
have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will 
send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I have provided me a king among his 
sons. 
. . .  
10 Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And 
Samuel said unto Jesse, The LORD hath not chosen these. 
 

II. Hannah's Legacy - Saul's Replacement, David - The New King is Selected 
 
1 Sam. 16:11-13  
11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There 
remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel 
said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither. 
12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful 
countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for 
this is he. 
13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his 
brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day 
forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 
 

III. Hannah's Legacy - Saul's Replacement, David - The Davidic Kingdom is 
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Delayed (chapters 1 Sam. 16:16 - 2 Sam. 1) 
 

A. The Kingdom under David is delayed: The empowering spirit makes 
all the difference: 

 
● We have now entered this long and important transitional 

section of 1 Samuel.  Our goal here in considering these 
chapters (1 Sam. 16 - 2 Sam. 2) will be to see at the highest 
level how the Lord God will accomplish his will and purpose 
for the new Kingdom by intersecting with Satan’s plan to 
destroy just that.  

 
● These are most interesting chapters since we see here how 

God allows Satan much liberty but in the end it is God and 
God alone who will be victorious.  And those who are captured 
by Satan’s evil are of all men “most miserable” indeed and that 
will be made clear on every page and in every paragraph. 

 
● In this section, the setting will be clear having been 

established here at the beginning in verses 13-15.  These 
verses set the stage for the rest of the book of 1 Samuel and 
provide the key to understanding those chapters. 

 
○ [READ   ] 1 Sam. 16:13-15  

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came 
upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, 
and went to Ramah. 
14 But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an 
evil spirit from the LORD troubled him. 
15 And Saul's servants said unto him, Behold now, an 
evil spirit from God troubleth thee. 

 
○ It is the work of the Holy Spirit that will be highlighted 

here.  The word of God makes it clear to all that will read 
what the overall theme of these chapters will be.  
 
To begin with though, it will be helpful for us to consider 
Job 1 & 2 to get the highest level view on what is really 
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happening here.  
 

[READ   ] Job 1:6-12  
6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to 
present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also 
among them. 
7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? 
Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to 
and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 
8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my 
servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth 
evil? 
9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear 
God for nought? 
10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his 
house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast 
blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is 
increased in the land. 
11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, 
and he will curse thee to thy face. 
12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is 
in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So 
Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. 

 
[READ   ] Job 2:3-7  
3 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my 
servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth 
evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou 
movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 
4 And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, 
yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. 
5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his 
flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 
6 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine 
hand; but save his life. 
7 So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and 
smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his 
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crown. 
 

○ So, as is clearly revealed here, God is sovereign over 
his entire creation, even over the the fallen angels and 
even over Satan himself as Job 1 & 2 make so clear. 
The lesson of Job is that on earth, absolute obedience is 
required by even the most evil of spirit beings when God 
demands it, just as it is in the heavenly kingdom with 
the angels and the Lord God.  And so the Earthly 
Kingdom being established will exhibit principles just 
like the Heavenly Kingdom.  We will see an example of 
this later when David has opportunity to harm Saul 
determines not to do so with these words:  

 
1 Sam. 24:6 And he said unto his men, The LORD forbid 
that I should do this thing unto my master, the LORD'S 
anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he 
is the anointed of the LORD. 

 
○ What is difficult perhaps for us to understand, though, is 

the degree of liberty Satan stills has over this world as 
our Lord originally gave him that dominion and has not 
removed it, even today.  In fact our Lord called him the 
“prince” over it.  

 
○ This is what I meant when I said earlier our minds would 

need stretching to understand what is written here 
regarding the working of God with sinners.  We could go 
on with this subject and it would be valuable to consider 
other examples of spiritual battle in the heavenlies 
concerning the disposal of the body of Moses for 
example (Jude) or concerning the answer to Daniel’s 
prayer in Daniel 12.  There are other examples as well in 
the gospels, for example.  
 
But at the heart of it, God’s working both within a given 
dispensation and his changes between dispensations 
can only be understood through revelation that he has 
given to us for our belief and for our understanding.  But 
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here, in 1 Samuel, it involves the kingdom and the kings 
God has given and how God will work to bring down one 
king and raise up another in his place, all the while 
respecting his own principles of holiness and 
righteousness.  It is, of course, always up to his people 
to recognize that as it has been in every dispensational 
context (the Law here). 

 
B. The Kingdom under David is delayed: The great contrast begins: 

 
Remember these words that we just read a moment ago: 
 

● 1 Sam. 16:13-15  
13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon 
David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to 
Ramah. 
14 But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil 
spirit from the LORD troubled him. 
15 And Saul's servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil 
spirit from God troubleth thee. 
 

● This greatest of contrasts explains everything written here in 
chapters 16 through the end of the book of 1 Samuel.  Verse 14 
is the key to understanding nearly all of the rest of the book.  It 
also explains some passages very difficult to understand 
otherwise. 

 
● Here in verse 14 are found the words “an evil spirit from the 

Lord”.  The same or similar language is found in 19:9 plus four 
others with the word “God” - 1 Sam. 16:15, 16, 23; 18:10, so 
this is surely a central theme here. 

 
1 Sam. 16:16-19, 23  
16 Let our lord now command thy servants, which are before thee, to 
seek out a man, who is a cunning player on an harp: and it shall 
come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee, that he 
shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well. 
17 And Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a man that can 
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play well, and bring him to me. 
18 Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I have seen 
a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, that is cunning in playing, and a 
mighty valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and a 
comely person, and the LORD is with him. 
19 Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said, Send me 
David thy son, which is with the sheep. 
. . . 
23 And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, 
that David took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was 
refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from him. 
 

● So Satan is at work here [with God’s allowance, of course] to 
confuse Saul and the people and he does his job well.  Satan’s 
real purpose will shortly be made clear as evil thoroughly 
overcomes him. 

 
C. The Kingdom under David is delayed: The mark of God through 

David versus the mark of Satan through Saul is acknowledged.   
 
Saul sees this clearly revealed in David in the slaying of Goliath and 
in the wisdom and power David displays before the people.  As a 
result, Saul has a special eye on David, still not knowing that he has 
already been anointed by Samuel to replace him as king. 
 
In battle together with Jonathan, Saul’s son, David’s glory before the 
people was also displayed.  And now David is more well respected in 
the kingdom than Saul - and Saul begins to envy David thinking the 
next development might be that David will supplant him as king. 
 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 18:9-12 
9 And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 
10 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God 
came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the house: and 
David played with his hand, as at other times: and there was a javelin 
in Saul's hand. 
11 And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to 
the wall with it. And David avoided out of his presence twice. 
12 And Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with him, 
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and was departed from Saul. 
. . . 
28-29  [The die is cast - Saul will find a way to kill --- David if he can] 
28 And Saul saw and knew that the LORD was with David, and that 
Michal Saul's daughter loved him. 
29 And Saul was yet the more afraid of David; and Saul became 
David's enemy continually. 
 

● Several things should be noted here: 
 

○ Saul’s heart is corrupt and thoroughly evil.  The evil 
spirit from the Lord is indeed wrecking havoc in Saul’s 
heart and mind (verse 10 ) and the spirit “of” God is not 
with Saul any longer, BUT IS WITH DAVID and that 
makes of course inevitably makes its mark.  Saul knows 
this is true but still continues on the path now even to 
kill David and cement his own eventual destruction. 

 
○ So David propers and Saul is only being futher 

destroyed in his heart by this evil that has overcome 
him.  Whether the evil is being prompted by Satan or 
not, Saul knows it is his own heart that is thoroughly 
corrupt and often confesses that and his weakness and 
fear in “explanation” of his failures. 

 
○ Now we can be sure there is much confusion in the 

minds of many over Saul and many no doubt were 
following him for years due to the great power he 
displayed even though he was no longer officially king. 
But those who walked with God knew.  And we know 
because of what is written here to explain all of this to 
us. 

■ The real issue has to do with how God can work 
with man even though he is a sinner and use him 
and not others who are rejected.  By faith we must 
know that he can and does. 

■ Job often questioned God regarding this, but the 
Lord God answered his question most directly, 
you will recall many examples of this if you have 
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read Job. 
 

○ Remember the Ps. 51:11 Cast me not away from thy 
presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.  That is so 
relevant, isn’t it.  And another scripture comes to mind 
as well:  Heb 10:31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God.  Saul is the living example of that here. 

 
● What is the bottom line?  God is sovereign and works in the 

hearts of man. 
● And Satan works along side though the Lord intersects to 

accomplish his purpose. Woe to the man caught in Satan’s 
grip, “for it would have been better for that man if he had not 
been born.” as our Lord said regarding Judas as he was about 
to be betrayed.  

 
Mark 14:21 The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of 
him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is 
betrayed! good were it for that man if he had never been 
born. 

 
Conclusions: 
 
We asked at the beginning, “How have the mighty been raised up?  And we can 
answer that question well now . . . 
 

● Raised up and then for some, so quickly fallen! 
● The contrast should be so clear for those with and eye to see or an ear to 

hear.  Amen? 
● When this transition is finally completed it should be clear what the work of 

God really was here and what Satan’s work was as well. 
● So the contrast has been made so clear:  on the one hand, the work of the 

Lord and of his spirit; but on the other hand, the work of God’s enemy. 
 

○ We have here such a great contrast.  But without the explanation 
given here, we would not be able to understand how what is going 
on here.  YOUR THOUGHTS / QUESTIONS? 
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