
 

"The Pillars of the Earth -- Hannah’s Legacy -  
The Kings - Saul’s Rejection" 

 
A Little Review: 
 

We have seen over several of our fellowships how Almighty God worked in 
the hearts of sinful men, women and children.  The Lord God does use 
even sinners, even sometimes the most weak and frail ones, as we have 
seen so often, to accomplish his mighty purpose of redemption in 
accordance with the Seed of the Woman promises. 
 

● He even used a Gentile woman, Rahab, for Israel’s deliverance.  Under the 
leadership of Joshua and Caleb, Israel, with Rahab’s help were enabled to 
enter the promised land, taking the fortified city of Jericho and boldly 
taking control of the Canaanite controlled regions.  Also, we saw how 
another victory over the Canaanites was secured, when God raised up a 
woman named Jael, to finish that timely and so needed work against Sisera 
and the Canaanites.  She therefore went down in history along with Israel’s 
judge at the time, a woman named Deborah.  

  
● Then we read how God worked over many generations leading up to a man 

named Elkanah and a woman named Hannah.  Hannah was, after some 
years of marriage barren and had cried out to God again and again.  Her 
cries were in God’s timing heard.  From his weaning, Hannah’s son Samuel 
grew and prospered in the house of the Lord in Shiloh as a Nazarite in 
accordance with his mother’s promise.  God protected Samuel there even 
though Eli’s sons were evil and were surely very aware of the child Samuel. 
God revealed himself to Samuel there in his might and wisdom he served 
as both prophet and as  judge over Israel.  Even his first prophecies were 
fulfilled giving him great standing before the children of Israel, and, as 
verse 26 states, “And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the 
LORD, and also with men.” 

 
[REREAD   ] 1 Sam. 8:1, 3-6  
1 And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his sons judges 
over Israel. 
. . . 
3 And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and 
took bribes, and perverted judgment. 
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4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to 
Samuel unto Ramah, 
5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy 
ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. 
6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge 
us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD. 
 

● Samuel, when he was old, had made his two sons to be judges over 
Israel.  But they were not honest before the people and took 
advantage of their power and position and began to take bribes. 
Israel’s elders therefore demanded that Samuel appoint a king over 
them (like the nations). 

● Samuel was very displeased by this and sought guidance from the 
Lord through prayer -- and the Lord answered . . . 

 
So the Lord God, in his wisdom, revealed to Samuel that he would provide 
the people with a king.  But he also asked Samuel to “protest solemnly” 
regarding this king and that this king would not bring quite what they had 
asked for, but would rather bring upon the people many unintended 
consequences. 
 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 8:7-11  
7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in 
all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have 
rejected me, that I should not reign over them. 
8 According to all the works which they have done since the day that I 
brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have 
forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee. 
9 Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly 
unto them, and shew them the manner of the king that shall reign over 
them.   
10 And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the people that asked of 
him a king. 
11 And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over 
you. . .  
 
In this section there are 12 “wills” or “shalls”.  There will be no escape, it 
seems, although the Lord will show mercy on occasion as we have already 
seen. 
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So God selected a man of the tribe of Benjamin, a man of great stature but 
a man of equally great weakness, to be king over his people Israel. 
Although he was indeed a great man when it came to leading his nation in 
warfare, he also was a man with weaknesses that would eventually even 
disqualify him as king.  Let’s see how this proceeds -- and remember, all of 
this has been already prophecied.  
 
Saul was then anointed by Samuel.  And, he was also enabled by God 
miraculously to prophesy and work signs before the people (chapter 10) 
that they might believe and know that he was given by Samuel AND by the 
Lord God.  
 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 10:1 Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his 
head, and kissed him, and said, Is it not because the LORD hath anointed 
thee to be captain over his inheritance? 
 
Chapter 11 - Saul leads the Israelites in victory and is publically installed as 
king over Israel:  

 
1 Sam. 11:4 
4 Then came the messengers to Gibeah of Saul, and told the tidings in the ears 
of the people: and all the people lifted up their voices, and wept. 
 
Saul demonstrates there the strength and wisdom of God even through his 
weakness.  Israel is now delivered from their immediate enemies through 
Saul’s leadership, and, again, the Lord God was exalted. 
 
1 Sam. 11:14-15 
 
14 Then said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and 
renew the kingdom there. 
15 And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before 
the LORD in Gilgal; and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace offerings 
before the LORD; and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 

 
Today’s Outline: 
 
Ch. 12 - Samuel's "Song" of praise - verses 6-15; verses 20-25 - with a warning 
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regarding obedience and blessing OR rebellion and judgment 
Ch. 13 -  Saul rules and offers sacrifice frivously, and consequently Samuel 
proclaims the judgment of God  
Ch. 14 - Saul's character is further revealed and his son Jonathan's faith is proven 
in warfare 
Ch. 15 - Samuel issues order to Saul to slay the Amalekites completely; Saul 
disobeys and is rejected. 
 

I. Hannah’s Legacy - Samuel’s “Song of Praise” is Bittersweet for it Closes 
with a Very Stern Warning (Chapter 12) 

 
Samuel’s Excellent “Song of Praise” now occurs.  But it is much more than 
a song of praise. If we read carefully enough, we may discern this . Verse 7 
is a key.  This is a very wonderful part of this letter.  I will read it now and 
we will start here next time as we continue this segment of the sacred 
record in the Long War Against God. 
 
1 Sam. 12:6-15  
6 And Samuel said unto the people, It is the LORD that advanced Moses 
and Aaron, and that brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 
7 Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with you before the LORD of 
all the righteous acts of the LORD, which he did to you and to your fathers. 
8 When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fathers cried unto the LORD, 
then the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, which brought forth your fathers out 
of Egypt, and made them dwell in this place. 
9 And when they forgat the LORD their God, he sold them into the hand of 
Sisera, captain of the host of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines, 
and into the hand of the king of Moab, and they fought against them. 
10 And they cried unto the LORD, and said, We have sinned, because we 
have forsaken the LORD, and have served Baalim and Ashtaroth: but now 
deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, and we will serve thee. 
11 And the LORD sent Jerubbaal, and Bedan, and Jephthah, and Samuel, 
and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every side, and ye 
dwelled safe. 
12 And when ye saw that Nahash the king of the children of Ammon came 
against you, ye said unto me, Nay; but a king shall reign over us: when the 
LORD your God was your king. 
13 Now therefore behold the king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye 
have desired! and, behold, the LORD hath set a king over you. 
14 If ye will fear the LORD, and serve him, and obey his voice, and not rebel 
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against the commandment of the LORD, then shall both ye and also the 
king that reigneth over you continue following the LORD your God: 
15 But if ye will not obey the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the 
commandment of the LORD, then shall the hand of the LORD be against 
you, as it was against your fathers. 
 

● The situation is clear -- the focus here is on the people and not on 
Saul.  This will change.  For now, though, we have here revealed a 
very large “IF” and that takes center stage starting here.  God has 
established an earthly kingdom.  The test will now be, will they obey 
the kings commands? 
 
THE SEEDS OF REBELLION HAVE BEEN PLANTED AND THEY WILL 
SURELY GROW AND BEAR FRUIT, EVEN THROUGH THEIR NEW 
KING, SAUL. 

 
[Your comments?] 

 
II. Hannah’s Legacy - Saul Rules in Rebellion & Profane Religion (Chapter 13)  

 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 13:6-9 Saul’s critical act of rebellion involves a religious 
act that dishonors both God and Samuel 
 
6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait, (for the people were 
distressed,) then the people did hide themselves in caves, and in thickets, and in 
rocks, and in high places, and in pits. 
7 And some of the Hebrews went over Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. As 
for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling. 
8 And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had 
appointed: but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered 
from him. 
9 And Saul said, Bring hither a burnt offering to me, and peace offerings. 
And he offered the burnt offering. 
 

● [READ   ] 1 Sam. 10:8 And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and, 
behold, I will come down unto thee, to offer burnt offerings, and to sacrifice 
sacrifices of peace offerings: seven days shalt thou tarry, till I come to 
thee, and shew thee what thou shalt do. 

● So the commandment was clear and concise, and Saul had simply 
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disobeyed it.  He had himself offered the sacrifices instead of waiting 
for Samuel to offer them.  He did wait for the seven days.  But no 
more.  The reason was fear and a religious sense of how God might 
consent to protect him if he would immediately offer the sacrifice. 
This was a vain assumption indeed as we shall see... 

 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 13:12-14 Saul’s confession: The essence of Saul’s 
rebellion is revealed: 
 
12 Therefore said I, The Philistines will come down now upon me to Gilgal, 
and I have not made supplication unto the LORD: I forced myself therefore, 
and offered a burnt offering. 
13 And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept 
the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he commanded thee: for 
now would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. 
14 But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath sought him a 
man after his own heart, and the LORD hath commanded him to be captain 
over his people, because thou hast not kept that which the LORD 
commanded thee. 
 

● The die has been cast.  Saul has offered a burnt offering and peace 
offerings.  God’s mercy regarding Saul is drawing to an end  
(verse 13) 

● Saul has offered sacrifice frivolously and Samuel has proclaimed the 
judgment of God upon him.  His rebellious spirit has condemed him 
and the kingdom will be given to another, even to “a man after his 
own heart”. 

● Why was the Lord God so severe with Saul. 
 
[Your comments?] 
 
III. Hannah’s Legacy - Saul Fails the Final Test and Is Rejected (Chapter 15)  

 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 15:1-4  The command in all of its detail is given: 
 
1 Samuel also said unto Saul, The LORD sent me to anoint thee to be 
king over his people, over Israel: now therefore hearken thou unto 
the voice of the words of the LORD. 
2 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to 

6 



 

Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from 
Egypt. 
3 Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, 
and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and 
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. 
4 And Saul gathered the people together, and numbered them in 
Telaim, two hundred thousand footmen, and ten thousand men of 
Judah. 

 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 15:7-9 Partial obedience is Saul’s response: 
 
7 And Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah until thou comest to 
Shur, that is over against Egypt. 
8 And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly 
destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. 
9 But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, 
and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was 
good, and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was 
vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 
 

● So their human reasoning and compromised values contradict 
the word of the Lord. 

 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 15:10-12 The Lord’s response to Saul’s rebellion: 
 
10 Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying, 
11 It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned 
back from following me, and hath not performed my commandments. 
And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all night. 
12 And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning, it was told 
Samuel, saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him up a place, 
and is gone about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal. 
 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 15:13-16 Samuel’s response and his great 
arrogance and outright and transparent hypocrisy: 
 
13 And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be 
thou of the LORD: I have performed the commandment of the LORD. 
14 And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in 
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mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? 
15 And Saul said, They have brought them from the Amalekites: for 
the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice 
unto the LORD thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed. 
16 Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what the 
LORD hath said to me this night. And he said unto him, Say on. 

 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 15:17-21 Saul’s hypocrisy is magnified and cloaked 
as religious work and finger pointing  
 
17 And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast 
thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the LORD 
anointed thee king over Israel? 
18 And the LORD sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and utterly 
destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them until they 
be consumed. 
19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the LORD, but 
didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the LORD? 
20 And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the 
LORD, and have gone the way which the LORD sent me, and have 
brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the 
Amalekites. 
21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the 
things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto 
the LORD thy God in Gilgal. 
 

● This is very interesting as a defense.  Saul tried to distinguish 
between the “I” and the “they”.  He was “obedient” but they 
had compromised??  This was surely finger pointing of the 
worst sort, was it not? 

● Notice Saul’s “explanation” that what the people (and he?) had 
done was for a great “religious” purpose!  But verse 19 gave 
their true motives: “Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice 
of the LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight 
of the LORD?” 

 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 15:22-29 Samuel announces God’s rejection of Saul 
as king 
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22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams. 
23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the 
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 
24 And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed 
the commandment of the LORD, and thy words: because I feared the 
people, and obeyed their voice. 
25 Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, 
that I may worship the LORD. 
26 And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou 
hast rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD hath rejected thee 
from being king over Israel. 
27 And as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the 
skirt of his mantle, and it rent. 
28 And Samuel said unto him, The LORD hath rent the kingdom of 
Israel from thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbour of thine, 
that is better than thou. 
29 And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: for he is not 
a man, that he should repent. 
 

● Verses 22 & 23 are two of the most well known verses in the 
Bible and for good reason. 

● Verses 24 & 25 indicate some level of repentance on Saul’s 
part, but there is no willingness on Samuel’s part nor on the 
Lord’s to “forgive and forget” apart from some mercy as 
shown in verses 30 & 31.  But the decision of the Lord will 
stand (verse 29) and I will comment on this more shortly. 

● Saul’s rejection has now become a reality effective “this day” 
(verse 28).  But Saul will reject this Word of the Lord and will 
continue as king (unofficailly, of course) for some years still. 
This will provide the backdrop for our fellowship next time. 

 
1 Sam. 15:32-35 
32 Then said Samuel, Bring ye hither to me Agag the king of the 
Amalekites. And Agag came unto him delicately. And Agag said, Surely 
the bitterness of death is past. 
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33 And Samuel said, As thy sword hath made women childless, so shall 
thy mother be childless among women. And Samuel hewed Agag in 
pieces before the LORD in Gilgal. 
34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house to Gibeah 
of Saul. 
35 And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of his death: 
nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul: and the LORD repented that 
he had made Saul king over Israel. 

  
● The death sentence was imposed on King Agag by Samuel 

and Saul’s rule as king is hereby ended. 
● Why does this verse clearly state that the Lord “repented that 

he had made Saul king over Israel” when it also says in  
verse 35 here and in verse 11 earlier in this chapter that he did 
repent?  Your thoughts? 

● What is the main teaching here?  Are there any applications 
that endure the dispensational situation of the times? 

 
Overview / Application 
 

● As we saw over the last few weeks, the Lord God confirmed his promises 
regarding the Seed of the Woman and many other related promises as time 
passed.  He had brought Israel back into the promised land confirming 
those land promises.  After the Judges, Samuel was raised up as Hannah’s 
Legacy and finally, when the people had demanded it, the first king Saul. 
Although Saul was a man of great human attractiveness (he was a man of 
war when Israel was in need of a military leader), and, in the end, as had 
been prophecied, Saul would be just like most of the other kings in leading 
Israel into further idolatry and rebellion. 

 
● The Bottom Line: According to the flesh, all mankind is weak.  But the Lord 

God is strong!  Hannah had her legacy in Samuel, by all measures a very 
great man of God indeed.  As we have seen, Samuel selected Saul as God 
had directed.  But Saul was literally “in the image of the nation” and thus 
he was selected to be king. It was God’s choice but it was the people’s 
choice as well.  They had agreed together, hadn’t they?  SO THE CENTRAL 
THEME HERE IS CLEAR.  IT IS THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD’S WILL FOR 
HIS PEOPLE OVER MAN’S WILL.  THROUGH SAMUEL HANNAH’S LEGACY 
WAS ESTABLISHED.  GOD WOULD PRESERVE AND WORK THROUGH HIS 
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PEOPLE REGARDLESS OF MANKIND AND HIS WEAKNESS! 
 

● But Saul was in God’s due time rejected and would be replaced by another, 
a man after God’s own heart, David.  And in the end, the bottom line as 
always, would be that God would himself be exalted and would be glorified 
as the one who was both sovereign and was, in addition, the one who had 
in all cases kept his commitments to his people, Israel.  

 
● Hannah’s legacy was established in Samuel and her legacy would be great 

indeed continuing with the great king David and others in the royal line yet 
to come.  Although Hannah herself would not appear by name in the great 
hall of faith’s fame, Hebrews chapter 11, her son Samuel would.  David 
would as well.  Praise the Lord!  Amen. 
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