
 

Rahab - One Woman Who Changed Israel’s History! - Part 2 
  
 
A Little Review: 
 
The Lord God Prevailed Over the Heart of Man  - with the Egyptians and with the 
children of Israel: 

 
● We have seen over several of our fellowships how Almighty God worked in 

the hearts of men, whether believers or also unbelievers, to accormplish 
his purpose regarding the Seed of the Woman and then the nation of Israel. 
He even preserved the nation during a time of great famine in Egypt and 
through a series of mightly miracles under the leadership of a man called 
Moses, he delivered his chosen people from their 400 year period of 
bondage as slaves.  This was accomplished through the great miracle of 
the Exodus and occured on the very day prophecied according to 
scripture. 

 
● Furthermore, as we saw, in the end it was the tears of the Egyptians that 

made the difference, and many more tears were then also shed, many in 
unbelief, as the children of Israel wandered in the Sinai wilderness for 
nearly 40 years while that entire generation died there in the desert.  Only 
Joshua and Caleb of the mature men of that generation were preserved and 
allowed to enter the promised land.  God had used the weakness of men to 
accomplish his great purpose regarding his chosen nation and the 
preservation of the royal line of descent to the Seed of the Woman. 

 
● Do you rememeber the background of this sacred history of Israel now 

finally entering the Land of Promise? 
 

○ God had spoken to Moses concerning the boundaries of that Land 
that he would soon be taking this rebellious nation into. 

○ Now even Moses had died.  Only Joshua and Caleb remained. 
○ God then spoke to Joshua and commanded him to lead the people of 

Israel across the river Jordan.  Two and a half tribes would be left on 
the East side, but the rest would go over Jordan and take possession 
of the land from the Canaanites who were dwelling there. 

○ In preparation for the expected warfare as they entered into the land, 
Joshua sent forth into the land two spies . . . [most of this has been 
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faithfully recorded in Deut. 34): 
  

 
Deut. 34:1-4, 5-6, 9-10: 
1 And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the 
top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And the LORD shewed him all the 
land of Gilead, unto Dan, 
2 And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of 
Judah, unto the utmost sea, 
3 And the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto 
Zoar. 
4 And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto 
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I 
have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over 
thither. 
-- 
5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word of the LORD. 
6 And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but 
no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. 
-- 
9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses 
had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened unto 
him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses. 
10 And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the 
LORD knew face to face, 

 
Our Outline Last Time: 
 

● God Uses a Woman for Israel’s Deliverance --  
○ The Scene is Set: Jos 2:1-7 
○ The Israeli Spies are Saved: Jos 2:8-24 

 
● God used a woman, a gentile named Rahab, to prepare the way for the 

Israelites under Joshua’s leadership to enter the land.  We saw how he did 
that through a series of miracles. 

 
[REREAD THE KEY VERSES  ] Jos. 2:1-7  
1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, 
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Go view the land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into an harlot's 
house, named Rahab, and lodged there. 
2 And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither to 
night of the children of Israel to search out the country. 
3 And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that are 
come to thee, which are entered into thine house: for they be come to search out 
all the country. 
4 And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There 
came men unto me, but I wist not whence they were: 
5 And it came to pass about the time of shutting of the gate, when it was 
dark, that the men went out: whither the men went I wot not: pursue after 
them quickly; for ye shall overtake them. 
6 But she had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them with the 
stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon the roof. 
7 And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon 
as they which pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate. 
 

● Well, the scene is set regarding the entry into the land, and, again the Lord 
God’s faithfulness to the promises made to the fathers brings us now to 
this great example of God’s sovereign work in bringing the children of 
Israel back into the Land of Promise. 

 
● We see here as we have seen so many times in our fellowships here how 

God Almighty has worked in the hearts to accomplish his redemptive plan. 
 

● The chosen, who respond to God’s working in them . . . 
○ First in Joshua: Moses had laid his hands on him selecting him to be 

his successor before he died (Deut. 34:9).  He responded as Joshua 
chapter 1 describes so well.  The Lord spoke to him and he then 
began to lead God’s people in victory.  Amen. 

○ The with the two spies:  They are sent and they willingly go forth into 
extreme danger (remember the report nearly 40 years before!!) 

○ And finally with Rahab herself:  She had been prepared as an 
unbeliever, mind you, and she was prepared to respond for the 
benefit of the children of Israel.  I wonder what was in her mind 
during this time as she must have wondered how God might use 
even her for his plan and purpose. 

○ Well, God had prepared the heart of Rahab AND the heart of the 
inhabitants of Jericho and the land through the Exodus miracles and 
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the miracles.  He now uses the house he had prepared on the wall of 
Jericho and the woman he had prepared. 

○ The scarlet thread will now be designated as the sign of redemption 
for Rahab and her family.  Such a symbol indeed! 

■ Rahab, though a harlot by trade, was the woman who God 
called out to be his vehicle for the blessing of his people.  She 
had received the signs for what they were intended to be, 
signs upon which one’s faith might be supported 

 
○ God’s sovereign work in all of this is so, so clear!  Amen? 

 
● Therefore, with Rahab’s great and faithful support, God saved these spies 

so that they might bring back the report that so encouraged Israel that they 
would then be ready to serve the Lord with gladness in the mighty work 
ahead. 

 
Our Outline Today (which we continue from last week) 
 

● God Uses a Woman for Israel’s Deliverance . . . 
○ The Nation of Israel was Saved: Jos. 4:20-24, 6:12-24 
○ The Sacred Commentary was Given: Jos. 6:25-27; Heb. 

11:30-31; Matt. 1:5-6 
 

I. God Uses a Woman for Israel’s Deliverance -- The Nation of Israel is Saved 
 

[READ   ] Jos. 4:20-24  
20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in 
Gilgal. 
21 And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean these stones? 
22 Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this 
Jordan on dry land. 
23 For the LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, 
until ye were passed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red sea, which 
he dried up from before us, until we were gone over: 
24 That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the LORD, that it 
is mighty: that ye might fear the LORD your God for ever. 
 

● Some key questions are answered in these verses: 

4 



 

○ What was the Lord God’s mighty work as recorded here?  Was 
it not . . . 

■ . . . the stopping of the river? 
■ . . . the passing over of millions of people in safety over 

dry ground (as in the Exodus)? 
■ . . . the resurgence of the river immediately when the last 

of the children of Israel (the final priest)  had come to 
shore? 

■ And there was more (as Josh. 5:12, etc. makes clear) 
 

○ Why were the stones so placed? 
■ Was it not for the sake of remembrance and for 

testimony down through the centuries? 
■ And without this testimony what would surely occur? 

 
○ What was the recorded purpose of that work? 

 
○ Are there any lessons for us today in these verses? 

 
[READ   ] Jos. 6:12-19  
12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the 
LORD. 
13 And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the 
LORD went on continually, and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men went 
before them; but the rereward came after the ark of the LORD, the priests going 
on, and blowing with the trumpets. 
14 And the second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the 
camp: so they did six days. 
15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the 
dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the same manner seven times: 
only on that day they compassed the city seven times. 
16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the 
trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the LORD hath given you the 
city. 
17 And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the 
LORD: only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in the 
house, because she hid the messengers that we sent. 
18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make 
yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of 
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Israel a curse, and trouble it. 
19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated 
unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the LORD. 
 
[READ   ] Jos. 6:20-24  
20 So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it 
came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the 
people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the 
people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took 
the city. 
21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, 
young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword. 
22 But Joshua had said unto the two men that had spied out the country, 
Go into the harlot's house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that 
she hath, as ye sware unto her. 
23 And the young men that were spies went in, and brought out Rahab, and 
her father, and her mother, and her brethren, and all that she had; and they 
brought out all her kindred, and left them without the camp of Israel. 
24 And they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein: only the silver, 
and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, they put into the 
treasury of the house of the LORD. 
 

● Again, some questions are answered here for us: 
 

○ How was the Lord God working?  What are the most 
significant parts of the story? 

 
○ How did the people of God respond to God’s work?  Was it not 

through many acts of faithful obedience taking God at his 
word? 

 
● Any lessons for us today here?  There is a principle here that is true 

in every dispensational period.  It is that the people of God have 
always responded to the work of God in their midst and that that 
always leads to personal testimony.  That testimony not only is a 
blessing to them but is for the sake of all following generations. 
WITHOUT THIS BOLD AND FAITHFUL TESTIMONY THE PEOPLE OF 
GOD CANNOT “FLOURISH IN THE LAND GOD HAS GIVEN THEM”. 
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● And scripture itself testifies to this divine principle in many places 
including Deut. 6: 

 
Deut.  6:20-25  
20 And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What mean the 
testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD our 
God hath commanded you? 
21 Then thou shalt say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh's bondmen in 
Egypt; and the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand: 
22 And the LORD shewed signs and wonders, great and sore, upon 
Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before our eyes: 
23 And he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us 
the land which he sware unto our fathers. 
24 And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the 
LORD our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as it 
is at this day. 
25 And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these 
commandments before the LORD our God, as he hath commanded us. 

 
II. God Uses a Woman for Israel’s Deliverance -- The Sacred Commentary is 

Given  (Jos. 6:25-27; Heb. 11:30-31; Matt. 1:5-6) 
 
Now we reach the final focus for our fellowship today:  
 
[READ   ] Jos. 6:25 
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father's household, 
and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because 
she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 

 
● So in the end of this story, Israel through the working of the mighty hand of 

God was delivered.  Rahab was used for the glory of God and her work of 
faith in saving the spies goes down in Biblical history. 
 
[READ   ] Heb. 11:30-31  
"By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven 
days.  By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when 
she had received the spies with peace."  

 
● So we see two of God’s saints here called out, prepared, and used by the 
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Lord God for his ultimately redemptive purposes.  Praise the Lord and 
Amen! 

 
● Rahab was exalted and her name was included in Hebrews 11.  Joshua was 

exalted also as Israel’s courageous and faithful leader.  Although his name 
is not included in the record of Hebrews chaper 11, it is implied. 

 
● And, as we mentioned in our last fellowship, Rahab is much more 

important than Joshua 2 & 6 indicates.  Yes indeed, for remember this very 
well known scripture from the New Testament’s genealogical record of our 
savior, the very Seed of the Woman himself: 

 
Matt. 1:5-6  
5 And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and 
Obed begat Jesse; 
6 And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of 
her that had been the wife of Urias; 

 
Conclusions / Application: 
  

● This has been a great story indeed.  But it is so much more than a story! 
○ It is sacred history written and preserved for the blessing of the 

people of God down through the ages. 
○ It is the sacred record of God’s working 
○ It is the sacred record of the response in faith of the elect of God 

 
○ IT IS ALMIGHTY GOD’S TESTIMONY!  AMEN. 

 
● How has God blessed us today through these scriptures?  Again, as last 

week, if we take God at his word here, we know that God keeps his 
promises through men and women and children in whom he chooses to 
work, sometimes even unbelievers - this time Rahab, Joshua, the two 
spies, and so many others. 

 
● What about us, you and me?  How has God worked in our lives?  And what 

has been our response to his working? 
 

● What is our testimony?  HAS GOD BEEN FAITHFUL?  WHAT ABOUT US? 
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