
 

"The Attack on the Heir and His Family Continues - 
The Attack on the Nation Begins -  

God Commands:"The Lord God Prevails Over the Matters of the Heart” 
Part 2 

 
 
Review: 
 
Our focus in our last fellowship was again with what I have called a “vale of 
tears”.  In our last several fellowships we have read of many, many tears being 
shed over the course of Biblical history.  
 
But the shedding of tears is the condition of our humanity, whether our tears are 
shed as a result of our knowledge of God’s profound working in our lives or due 
to our human circumstances alone as the outpouring of hearts that are breaking.  
 
For those who have no hope, who are without God in the world, tears are often a 
cleansing, but they are only a momentary solace.  But, to the contrary, for us who 
are saved, for us who have a heavenly and an eternal hope founded securely in 
his shed blood and glorious resurrection, tears may be so much more than tears 
of grief.  They may be tears of joy unspeakable and full of glory.  If only this were 
more often our experience. 
 
We have considered how Jacob was profoundly changed over the course of his 
life and most especially when he wrestled with the angel of the Lord as recorded 
in Genesis 32.  He was given a new name and a “halt” as a mark of his testimony. 
His new name, “Israel”, means “God Commands”.  And that provides the theme 
of our study again today.  God commands.  God commands even the human 
heart. Amen. 
 
Indeed, the Lord God Prevails Over the Heart of Man!!  In our last fellowship we 
considered how this worked in several circumstances in early Biblical history, 
firstly in the case of Hagar and Ishmael. 
 

● Gen. 21:8-21  
8 And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the 
same day that Isaac was weaned. 
9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto 
Abraham, mocking. 
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10 Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for 
the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. 
. . . 
16 And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it 
were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And 
she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept. 

 
○ Well, I am sure you remember how this worked out.   The Lord God 

saw Hagar’s tears and heard Ishmael’s cries and delivered them both 
by providing a well of water and sustaining them in the wilderness 
where Sarah had driven them. 

 
○ The Lord worked here in a way far beyond our limited human 

comprehension. 
 

○ If the Lord God works through even the tears of unbelievers to 
accomplish his purposes and to uphold his promises, how much 
more for us who believe?  Isn’t this encouraging?  It surely should 
be.  The entirety of the word of God is given for our encouragement - 
Rom. 15:4. 

 
○ Indeed, the Lord God prevailed even over Hagar and Ishmael.  And, 

let us never forget, he always keeps his promises regarding the Seed 
of the Woman. 

 
● Then, in regard to God working in human hearts, we considered the matter 

of Esau.  I believe we have covered this rather well here already, but by way 
of a reminder, remember two key verses, firstly Gen. 33:4:  And Esau ran to 
meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they 
wept. 

 
○ Surely, both Esau’s tears and Jacob’s tears have come from the very 

center of their beings.  However, as we have already emphasized in 
our fellowships here, not all tears spring from the same source. 
Satan also works in the hearts in conflict with the working of 
Almighty God - but God is the victor in his ways and in his time, 
always! 

 
○ Esau’s tears signify his broken heart, it seems, while Jacob’s spring 

2 



 

from a heart breaking with appreciation of how God has kept his 
promises to preserve his life.  But to see this from God’s perspective 
(knowing also the motives of the heart), we need to look into the New 
Testament, Hebrews chapter 12: 

 
○ Heb. 12:15-17  

15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of 
bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; 
16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one 
morsel of meat sold his birthright. 
17 For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the 
blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, 
though he sought it carefully with tears. 

 
● Finally, we considered the example of Moses: 

 
We now leave Genesis (the Book of Beginnings) and move ahead into the 
book of the Exodus. 

 
● Ex. 6:20 And Amram took him Jochebed his father's sister to wife; 

and she bare him Aaron and Moses: and the years of the life of 
Amram were an hundred and thirty and seven years. 

 
● Heb. 11:23 (the O.T. references are to Ex. 2:1-10) 

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his 
parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not 
afraid of the king's commandment. 

 
● Who had the faith here?  That is the key question.  It was the parents 

of Moses, of course, Amram and Jochebed.  But what they did next 
shows the extent of their faith.  They put the baby in an ark and cast 
him into the river Nile. 

 
● Ex. 2:1-10  

1 And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter 
of Levi. 
2 And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him 
that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months. 
3 And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of 
bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child 
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therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river's brink. 
4 And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him. 
5 And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; 
and her maidens walked along by the river's side; and when she saw the 
ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. 
6 And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and, behold, the 
babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of 
the Hebrews' children. 
7 Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a 
nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? 
8 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called 
the child's mother. 
9 And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it 
for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and 
nursed it. 
10 And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and 
he became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she said, 
Because I drew him out of the water. 

 
● And all follows from this simple yet profoundly meaningful event: 

“... and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and 
said, This is one of the Hebrews' children.” 

 
● This is a most blessed account of how God worked in the hearts of 

more than a few to utimately accomplish his purpose of deliverance 
for the children of Israel (whon Satan was still intent to destroy)! 

○ He worked in Jacobed’s and Amram’s heart 
○ He worked in Miriam’s heart 
○ He worked in the baby Moses’s heart 
○ He worked in the daughter of pharaoh’s heart 

 
● Their heart’s desires were in some cases merely human.  But God 

overruled and so often in great mercy accomplished his will 
irrespective of the motives! The Bible is full of examples of this. 

 
○ And faith was also shown with its fruit as we see recorded in 

Heb. 11:23  “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three 
months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; 
and they were not afraid of the king's commandment.”  Hebrews 

4 



 

considers that act of faith as on a par with the others recorded 
in that chapter.  

 
Now the subject switches from persons to a nation, to God’s chosen nation 
Israel.  God continues to use tears, only now they are the tears of a nation.  And, 
as we consider this, we should be asking this question: why has God so often 
used tears in the outworking of his plan for the ages?  He uses the tears of 
unbelievers and the tears of believers, as well.  Why?  Because it is the great 
work of Almighty God to work through human weakness!!  Amen. 
 

I. The Lord God Prevails Over the Heart of Man  - with the Children of Israel 
 
[READ   ] Ex. 6:1-8  
1 Then the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: 
for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive 
them out of his land. 
2 And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD: 
3 And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name 
of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. 
4 And I have also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of 
Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. 
5 And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the 
Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered my covenant. 
6 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you 
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their 
bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great 
judgments: 
7 And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye 
shall know that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
8 And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to 
give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an 
heritage: I am the LORD. 
 

● Again, we read here that God heard the cries of the Israelites in their 
bondage.  This was an over 400 year bondage, by the way.  That is a 
very long time in man’s calendar, but the Lord is living in a different 
realm altogether, the realm of his eternal plan of redemption.  

● God did remember his covenant!  And he did reveal himself to the 

5 



 

nation of Israelites in a new way, he indicates here, not only as 
Elohim but as Jehovah. 

● Now there are many other example of the tears of the Israelites 
making a great difference and we will not consider them here.  For 
example, Ex. 22:23 If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto 
me, I will surely hear their cry;  

 
● And again, the tears made the difference in what we find recorded 

here.  It is evident this was not always the case (witness Esau). 
 

II. The Lord God Prevails Over the Heart of Man  - with the Egyptians 
 

[READ   ] Ex. 11:6 And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of 
Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more.  
 

● Again we see tears shed here, indeed, a great many of them were 
shed.  Let us see what the consequence of this was, for that is at the 
heart of this story and at the very heart of God’s working here as 
recorded in sacred history. 

 
[READ   ] Ex. 12:29-31  
29 And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto 
the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of 
cattle. 
30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the 
Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house 
where there was not one dead. 
31 And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get 
you forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and 
go, serve the LORD, as ye have said. 

 
● Even pharaoh’s house was touched by the angel of death on this 

fateful night.  Only in the camps of the Israelites was there salvation 
and only for those where the blood had been properly placed. 

● The cries of the Egyptians were heard everywhere. 
● And they DID make a difference - consider pharaoh himself (verse 

31).  He was touched in HIS heart by all of this, even losing his 
first-born son who was co-regent in Egypt and sitting on pharaoh’s 
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throne (at this very moment, it would seem) according to verse 29. 
● And, the next verses indicate that this DID make a great difference as 

now pharaoh is ‘inclined” to “let his people go”! 
 
. . . 
[READ   ] Ex. 12:32-36 Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, 
and be gone; and bless me also. 
33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them 
out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men. 
34 And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their 
kneadingtroughs being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. 
35 And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they 
borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: 
36 And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that 
they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians. 
-- 
[READ   ] Ex. 12:37-42 And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to 
Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children. 
And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very 
much cattle. And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought 
forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened; because they were thrust out of Egypt, 
and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves any victual. Now 
the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four 
hundred and thirty years. And it came to pass at the end of the four 
hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the 
hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. It is a night to be much 
observed unto the LORD for bringing them out from the land of Egypt: this is that 
night of the LORD to be observed of all the children of Israel in their generations.  
 

●  Even the date of the exodus had been set in God’s timetable.  This 
verse is often overlooked, but it proves that calendar days are 
critically important to the Lord and they are recorded in scripture so 
we will know this. 

● These scriptures are so profoundly critical to our understanding and 
there is much that could be said as we study these verses and the 
others in context here.  But let us just today take note of one thing 
only: And it is not the timing of this specifically, but the 
circumstances.  

○ This was all about tears, was it not?? 
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○ The tears of the Egyptians were what made the difference.  Oh, 
there would be many more tears shed, many in unbelief, as the 
children of Israel wandered in the Sinai wilderness for 40 years 
and that entire generation dying there.  Only Joshua and Caleb 
from that generation were allowed to enter the promised land. 

  
Well, to finish up today, another 517 years will pass before God raises up 
another to lead the nation like Moses had, and that is a man after God’s 
own heart, David: 
 
1 Sam. 9:16  To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of 
Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he 
may save my people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my 
people, because their cry is come unto me. . .  
 

AND THE STORY CONTINUES - NEXT WEEK! 
 
Conclusions / Application: 
 

● God commands -- it is and always will be accomplished!  Satan 
works always to destroy the plan of God and to thwart his redeptive 
purpose through the seed of the woman.  But God continues 
victorious as we have seen.  When Satan attacks the nation, God 
intervenes to protect it. 

 
● We must stand in awe taking God and his work for what it truly is, 

the working of Almighty God, the creator and sustainer of all things 
and his people are always in the center of his working.  To him be the 
glory now and forever!  

 
● May we always be encouraged as we consider the full magnitude of 

his working in our redemption, and in our lives now and forever. 
 

● In conclusion, I am reminded of the 23rd Psalm. 
 

Psa 23:1-6  
1 A Psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the 
still waters. 
3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name's sake. 
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
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no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I 
will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 
● The Lord God knows our sorrows and hears our every cry.  Of that 

we should be confident. 
 

● May we never doubt that it is his hand that is upon us every moment 
of every day.  He shall never forsake us.  

 
● Amen and amen!  
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