
 

Monthly Grace Fellowship 
Milford, April 2, 2017 

“Basic Bible Doctrines: 
Wherefore then Serveth the Law? - Part 2” 

Rom. 4 & Gal. 3  
 
Theme Verses: 
 

“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” Rom. 4:5 
 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death? 
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself 
serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.” Rom. 7:24-25 
 
“Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, 
till the seed should come to whom the promise was made;and it was 
ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.”  Gal. 3:19  

 
In Our Previous Fellowship:  
 

● Christian Liberty Proclaimed (Rom. 7:1-6): 
 

The marriage analogy in verses 1-3 is about law in general.  It binds as long 
as the person to whom it applies is alive.  After that person has died, that 
law is no longer in force. 
 
Based on this, the apostle draws the conclusion in verse 4-6, that our 
bondage to the law itself has been set aside since our bondage to Adam 
(by the sin guilt associated with his sin and passed down to each of us) 
has been broken by the (death and) resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He had paid the penalty the law demanded, our death, and has now been 
raised again. 
 
However, the sin nature remains (called simply “sin” in the next verses). 

Page 1 



 

And there is always a conflict between that nature and law of every sort for 
they are always in conflict.  This is the subject of the next section. 

 
○ “when we were in the flesh (when we were unsaved, still unbelievers) 

the motions of sins (the sufferings, or passions leading to the sins) 
which were by the law (lit. “through the law”) 

 
● Christian Liberty Challenged (Rom. 7:7-13):  

 
But our Christian liberty is challenged, Paul writes, because law (and here 
specifically Moses Law, although any law will have the same effect) always 
EXITES the nature of sin dwelling within us still. 

 
○ “I had not known sin but by the law”: “known” = known 

“experientially”. 
○ “I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not 

covet”: Again, “known experientially”.  “Lust” and “covet” are the 
same word in the Greek.  It is strong desire coming forth from the sin 
nature that is in view here. 

○ “But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all 
manner of concupiscence”: “concupiscence” = “lust” here. 

○ “For without the law sin was dead.”: Together with the following 
verse, we have a profound statement of the relationship between our 
sin nature and legal requirements 

○ “For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment 
came, sin revived, and I died”: These verses prove (among other 
verses as well) that Paul is writing of himself as a believer.  An 
unbeliever (like Saul), who was legalistic above all else, could never 
have written this. 

○ “And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be 
unto death.”:  Again, what Paul is saying is that as a believer, he was 
enjoying his spiritual life apart from the law - until he took that law 
back and submitted himself to it.  

○ “For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me”: The 
sinful flesh is easily able to justify itself and its works as good and 
beneficial for the believer. 

○ “But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which 
is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding 
sinful”:  This was, in other words, in order that the true magnitude 
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and power of the sin dwelling within might be made clear.  Paul in 
saying that God did have a purpose here in all of this. 

 
● Christian Liberty Understood (Rom. 7:14-25):  

 
○ “how to perform that which is good I find not”:  How to bring it to 

fulfillment.  This is an amazing revelation, isn’t it? 
○ “I find then a law . . .”:  A “law” meaning a “governing principle” or 

“rule”. 
○ “But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my 

mind, and bringing me into captivity”: “captivity” and “warring” are 
military terms.  

○ “the law of sin which is in my members”:  This is not the Law of 
Moses but the “law of sin”.  See also verse 25 and 8:2. 

○ “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death?”:  What a question!  What a cry!  

○ “I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I 
myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.”:  This 
is God’s answer through Paul to the cry of the believer. 

 
[Any comments / questions?] 
 
Our Scripture for Today: Rom. 4:1-5 & Gal.3:1-18 
 

I. Firstly, as Regarding Our Salvation: 
 

Rom. 4:1-5  
1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath 
found? 
2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not 
before God. 
3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
unto him for righteousness.  The scripture quoted was Gen. 15:6. 
4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

 
● “. . . justified by works”:  Meaning in regard to salvation, or rightness 

before God as the next words make so clear; “he hath whereof to 
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glory; but not before God”.  
● “Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 

righteousness”: This became the rallying cry of the Protestant 
Reformation since Luther used it as his keynote scripture. 
Catholicism was thoroughly focused on religious, “church” works 
and especially, the so-called “sacraments”, and not at all on 
personal faith.  But Nothing like that had anything at all to do with 
Abraham’s salvation according to Gen. 15:6 quoted here. 

● “Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of 
debt.”: grace contrasts with debt, the two are not compatible.  Why? 

● “But to him that worketh not but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly”: Paul is so bold - “to him that worketh not but believeth” 

● “his faith is counted for righteousness”:  Even for a reprobate it is 
true therefore and are not we all reprobates before a holy and 
righteous God? 

 
● What is Paul writing about here?  Is he writing about “saving” faith 

or “faith-works”?  Why does it make a difference, or, why should we 
care? 

● Today, many want to read into this context grace as if grace can ever 
be added into the midst of a purely “legal” setting as we find here. 
To do so is to misunderstand the law completely. 

● Paul goes back to Abraham.  That is critical to his teaching here, 
isn’t it? 

 
● The letter to the Galatians, chapter 3, will now bring us into the realm 

of “Christian good works” and into the realm of “Christian legalism”, 
so common down through the ages. 

 
II. Secondly, as Regarding Our Sanctification (Gal. 3:1-18) 

[We will reserve verses 19-29 for our next fellowship,] 
 

Gal. 3:1-18  
1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the 
truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, 
crucified among you? 
2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or 
by the hearing of faith? 
3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the 
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flesh? 
4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. 
5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among 
you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 
6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness. 
7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children 
of Abraham. 
8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be 
blessed. 
-- 
9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 
10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them. 
11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: 
for, The just shall live by faith. 
12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in 
them. 
13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 
14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus 
Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
-- 
15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's 
covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 
16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 
17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, 
the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it 
should make the promise of none effect. 
18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to 
Abraham by promise. 

 
● 1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not 

obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently 
set forth, crucified among you? 

○ The seriousness of the error of the Galatians is made very 
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clear here, isn’t it?  The law is not an instrument for 
righteousness and good at all, but for evil.  And, it is contrary 
to the faith of Jesus Christ as revealed by the apostle Paul. 

● 6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness. 

● 7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the 
children of Abraham. 

○ Abraham is now used as an example.  The issue here is two 
fold: 

■ The time line - there were over 400 years between the 
unconditional covenant with Abraham and the 
conditional covenant of the law through Moses 

■ The nature of a covenant - covenants (as in last will and 
testament) do not cease to exist after the one signing 
the contract has died, but just the opposite. 

● 9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 
● 10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: 

for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

○ The nature of “law” is now contrasted with “faith” meaning 
“faith alone” 

○ Righteousness as Paul is defining it can come only through 
faith because law inevitably condemns and can never justify! 

 
● 11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is 

evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 
● 12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live 

in them. 
● 13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 

curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree: 

○ Christ has borne our sins and in that he has also become a 
curse for us. 

 
● So this has been all about curses from God to all those are under or 

of works of law.  The answer to the “why” question is also given 
here: Because they could not keep all of the commandments. 
Therefore they were under a curse!  It is that simple. 
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● And that is the context of the rest of this chapter as the apostle uses 
the statement of verse 19 to set the stage for the rest of his teaching 
on this subject.  That verse is most  amazing indeed: 

 
Gal. 3:19  Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 
transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was 
made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 

 
Then the rest of the chapter, verses 20-29 are most interesting and we will plan on 
continuing here next time. 
 
Gal. 3:19-29  
19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the 
seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in 
the hand of a mediator. 
20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 
21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law 
given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. 
22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus 
Christ might be given to them that believe. 
23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed. 
24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be 
justified by faith. 
25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 
26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 
27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male 
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise. 
 

I. The Purpose of the Law according to Gal. 3:19 
 

● The Law of Moses was given “because of” transgressions (also 
translated “for the sake of” or “to facilitate or benefit”).  The 
revelation of the promises to Abraham and his seed were not well 
received by the nation of Israel.  Therefore the Law was given that 
they might know their sin much more thoroughly than before. 
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II. The Dangers of the Law to Believers under Grace Today 

 
● Grace is always short-circuited by legal requirements, or, to put this 

a little differently, law-works, under grace, are welcomed by men but 
not God. 

 
III. The Value of the Law to Believers under Grace Today 

 
● This must not be overstated.  Rom. 15:4 should be taken to heart as 

it is the key to a proper understanding of all scripture written for 
believers of other dispensations, “it is for our learning”.  Those 
requirements, so important for believers in other dispensations, are 
for our “faith” but not for our “obedience”! 
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