
Resurrection Sunday 2017   “For Joy” 
 
Some Theme Verses: 
 
2 Tim. 2:7-10  
7 Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. 
8 Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to 
my gospel: 
9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not 
bound. 
10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 
 
Rom. 1:1-4  
1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of 
God, 
2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 
3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh; 
4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead: 
 
[READ   ] 1 Cor. 2:7-10 
7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, [even] the hidden [wisdom], which 
God ordained before the world unto our glory: 
8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known [it], they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 
10 But God hath revealed [them] unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God. 
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Introduction: 
 
Our fellowships concerning the Long War against God have all focused on Satan’s 
many attempts in mankind’s early history to prevent the working out of God’s 
redemptive plan through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Today I would like to remind us all regarding the specific events of of our 
redemptive history especially focusing on the FOUNDATIONAL EVENTS 
themselves.  And THOSE FOUNDATIONAL EVENTS ARE: the death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, his burial and then, three days later, his bodily, physical and spiritual 
resurrection.  The apostle Paul refers to these foundational events a great many 
times in his letters and in the historical account of the apostle Luke in the Acts of 
the Apostles and makes them the centerpiece of his entire ministry concerning the 
grace of God: 
 
[READ   ] 1 Cor. 15:1-4  
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also 
ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain. 
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures; 
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 
  
This morning, I would like these words to be our starting place, and, indeed, they 
are in fact the starting place for every believer.  For the Apostle Paul declares that 
the true starting place for every sinner is with personal faith through “his gospel” or 
his good news as found here in these words we have just read. 
 
It is in the gospel that we may see that all the truth that transforms goes back to that 
sacred history and provides us with the MEANING and SIGNIFICANCE OF THOSE 
SACRED EVENTS.  And for us, that must therefore be our starting place.  
 
It is that knowledge and personal conviction that Jesus is alive and seated now at 
the right hand of God having completed the redemptive plan of God.  It is that that 
changes everything for a sinner.  
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Let us begin today by considering the full consequences of the bodily resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and how that knowledge so totally changed everything for 
a man named Saul.  This will bring us into the realm of personal testimony, for that 
is what the apostle writes of here in the following verses of testimony: 
 
[READ   ] 1 Cor. 15:5-11 
5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part 
remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 
7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 
8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 
9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me 
was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of 
God which was with me. 
11 Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed. 
 
It was so critical to Saul as written here and to all of the believers referenced here 
that many had actually SEEN the risen Christ.  This was the issue of TESTIMONY 
(according to the Law, “at the mouth of two of three witnesses . . .”).  And there were 
in fact many hundreds of such bold testimonies concerning Christ’s resurrection 
from the dead!! 
 
But a key question arises here that would be this:  What is the teaching or doctrine 
concerning the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ?  This question will take us far 
beyond the historical facts themselves into the hidden and secret realm of the Lord 
God’s work through the cross as 1 Cor. 2 which we read at the beginning reveals. 
 
So our key question then becomes this: What was accomplished when Jesus died 
for the sins of the world and was then raised from the dead?  The answer to this 
question takes us necessarily from the realm of sacred history into the realm of 
spiritual and eternal redemption itself: 
 

I. Satan was Defeated! 
 

● John 12:31 - Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of 
this world be cast out. 
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● John 16:8-11  
8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: 
9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 
10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 
11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 

 
● Heb. 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 

blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil; 

 
● 1 John 3:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from 

the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil. 

 
● Rev. 9:1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto 

the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. 
 

● Rev. 12:7-9  
7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 
8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 
9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and 
his angels were cast out with him. 
 

● Rev 20:2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, 
and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 

 
● WHAT WAS ACCOMPLISHED WHEN JESUS DIED AND ROSE AGAIN 

AND WHAT WAS THE SPIRITUAL MEANING OF THOSE EVENTS, SO 
LITTLE UNDERSTOOD EITHER THEN OR NOW?  SIMPLY BUT 
PROFOUNDLY THIS: SATAN’S FULL AND COMPLETE DEFEAT WAS 
THEREBY ASSURED!  HIM THAT HAD THE POWER OF DEATH WAS 
DEFEATED.  CHRIST’S DEATH FOR SIN HAS INDEED CHANGED 
EVERYTHING!  HAS IT FOR YOU? 
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II. The resurrection was preached to those in prison 
 

Signifying the profound reality of that is found in the additional 
accounts regarding that moment of Christ’s resurrection from the dead: 

 
● 1 Pet. 3:18-19  

18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit: 
19 By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison; 

 
● Eph. 4:7-10  (See also Ps. 68:18) 

7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of 
the gift of Christ. 
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts unto men. 
9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into 
the lower parts of the earth? 
10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

 
● 1 Pet. 4:6 For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are 

dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live 
according to God in the spirit. 

 
● WHAT WAS ACCOMPLISHED WHEN JESUS DIED AND ROSE AGAIN? 

HE MINISTERED THE GOSPEL TO THOSE THAT HAD DIED! THIS MAY 
NOT BE WELL UNDERSTOOD BY US YET, BUT THE WRITTEN RECORD 
OF IT IS HERE AND IT IS SIGNIFICANT INDEED.  BUT THAT IS NOT ALL 
. . .  FOR ALSO IN THE SACRED RECORD WE FIND THIS: 

 
III. Many were also raised from the dead 

 
● Matt. 27:52-53  

52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which 
slept arose, 
53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the 
holy city, and appeared unto many. 
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● John 5:25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear 
shall live. 

 
● John 12:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the 

ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 
 

● Rom. 1:3-4  
3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh; 
4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of 
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: 

 
● 1 Cor. 15:20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 

firstfruits of them that slept. 
 

● WHAT WAS ACCOMPLISHED WHEN JESUS DIED AND ROSE AGAIN? 
HE WAS GLORIOUSLY RAISED FROM THE DEAD AND ALONG WITH 
HIM MANY WHO HAD DIED WERE ALSO RAISED!!  FOR THOSE LIVING 
IN JERUSALEM AND THE SURROUNDING VILLAGES, THIS WOULD 
HAVE BEEN DRAMATIC  AND UNDENIABLE.  CLEARLY CHRIST’S 
DEATH FOR SIN AND SINS AND HIS RESURRECTION CHANGED 
EVERYTHING.  HAS IT FOR YOU? 

 
IV. His resurrection life is now available to be received, enjoyed and shared 
 

We now reach our central teaching today concerning the consequence of 
Christ’s triumph over sin and death (and therefore the spiritual meaning of 
those events so many years ago -- that his eternal life is our possession today 
and the dynamic of his life should be changing everything for us moment by 
moment, each gifted day of our lives! 
 

● Rom. 8:11  But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken 
your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

 
● 1 Cor. 15:23  But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward 

they that are Christ's at his coming. 
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● [READ   ] 1 Cor. 15:45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was 
made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 

 
● Col. 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have 
the preeminence. 

 
● 2 Tim. 1:8-10 

8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of 
me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel 
according to the power of God; 
9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according 
to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 
10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel: 

 
● 1 Pet. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 

according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

 
● Rev. 1:5  And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first 

begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

 
● WHAT WAS ACCOMPLISHED WHEN JESUS DIED AND ROSE AGAIN? 

HE WAS GLORIOUSLY RAISED FROM THE DEAD BECOMING A LIFE 
GIVING SPIRIT.  AND HE HAS IN FACT COME TO DWELL IN EACH OF 
US AND PROVIDES US WITH A DYNAMIC FOR LIVING THAT HAS 
INDEED CHANGED EVERYTHING FOR THE BELIEVER.  HAS IT FOR 
YOU? 

 
V. We are blessed with every spiritual blessing including Christ’s righteousness 

 
There are many blessings that are our possession today only through Christ’s 
death, burial, and his glorious resurrection and not through any of our works, 
but only through his.  That they are secured by his resurrection is absolutely 
fundamental to the Pauline revelation: 
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● Rom. 4:23-25  
23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 
24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him 
that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 
25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification. 

 
● 1 Cor. 2:7-10 

7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, [even] the hidden 
[wisdom], which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 
8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known [it], 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. 
10 But God hath revealed [them] unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

 
● [READ   ] Eph. 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ: 

 
● Eph. 1:18-20 

18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may 
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of 
his inheritance in the saints, 
19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 
 20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and 
set him at his own right hand in the heavenly [places]. . .  

 
What difference does it make? 
 
Our Lord Jesus actually died on Calvary's tree, the God-Man died, having taken 
upon himself all of our sin fully and completely - he died, bearing the full penalty for 
our sins in his own body . . . hopefully we have considered these sayings well and 
have "made them mine", as it were.  IF NOT, WE MUST! 
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So the reality of, the truth of the resurrection is clear.  It has been testified by so 
many and the sacred history has been preserved for us today. 
 

● But again, what difference does it make to us that Christ is risen . . . to you, to 
me??  [consider if it was a life or death issue . . .] 

 
● Does it make any difference at all, I may ask?  

 
○ Knowing this truth, will life be as different for us as it was for those first 

believers in Christ's glorious resurrection?  Due to great persecution, 
they faced death daily.  We have not experienced the same.  Your 
thoughts? 

 
○ Does this knowledge change our attitudes toward the our daily 

challenges?   Or are we still consumed with such “small” and 
“temporal” matters as “sacred calendars”, special events, fastings, 
rituals.  We should know well that they will not and cannot satisfy.  And, 
we may boldly declare that they are not important to our Lord God 
either, for what he is working is in the hearts, both yours and mine! 

 
○ What is the answer to that question ... for each of us individually, that 

is?  What difference has Christ’s glorious resurrection made to us in 
the past? How Is God working in us now to change that? 

 
[Any testimonies?] 
 
Before we finish today, we really should consider what scripture says in the account 
provided by Luke in chapter 24: 
 
Lk. 24:1-52  
1 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the 
sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them. 
2 And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. 
3 And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. 
4 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men 
stood by them in shining garments: 
 
8 And they remembered his words, 
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9 And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the 
rest. 
10 It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women 
that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles. 
11 And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. 
12 Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld the linen 
clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to 
pass. 
 
16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know him. 
 
[and then on the road to Emmaus] 
 
31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight. 
32 And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us 
by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? 
33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven 
gathered together, and them that were with them, 
34 Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. 
35 And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in 
breaking of bread. 
36 And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto 
them, Peace be unto you. 
37 But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. 
38 And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your 
hearts? 
 
40 And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. 
41 And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have 
ye here any meat? 
43 And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb.  And he took 
it, and did eat before them. 
 
45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 
46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and 
to rise from the dead the third day: 
47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 
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49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 
50 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed 
them. 
51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and 
carried up into heaven. 
52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 
 
 Lk. 24:41-43, And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto 
them, Have ye here any meat?  And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an 
honeycomb.  And he took it, and did eat before them.” 
 
What difference does it make?  May it make as much difference for us today as it did 
for those disciples then. 
 
Through Christ’s death for our sins, his burial, and his glorious physical and 
spiritual resurrection: 
 

1. Satan has been defeated! 
2. The good news concerning this has been preached even to the spirits in 

prison 
3. Many have already been raised from the dead! 
4. Christ’s resurrection life has been imparted to many who have not yet been 

raised (even us) and we have this to enjoy and proclaim with boldness. 
5. We are so blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ 

Jesus!  
 
Amen and amen! 
 
God bless you!  Have a most blessed Resurrection Sunday and a most blessed 
eternity! 

Page 11 


