
 

Rahab - One Woman Who Changed Israel’s History! - Part 1 
  
 
A Little Review from our last fellowship on the theme of the Long War against 
God: 
 

The Lord God Prevailed Over the Heart of Man  - with the Egyptians and 
with the children of Israel: 
 

● We have seen over several of our fellowships how Almighty God 
worked in the hearts of men, whether believers or also unbelievers, 
to accormplish his purpose regarding the Seed of the Woman and 
then the nation of Israel.  He even preserved the nation during a time 
of great famine in Egypt and through a series of mighty miracles 
under the leadership of a man called Moses, he at the very appointed 
day delivered his chosen people.  

 
● In the process, as we saw revealed in a number of ways, many tears 

were shed.  Let us not forget what the consequence of God’s 
working in the hearts was, for that is at the heart of this story and at 
the very center of God’s working here as recorded in sacred history. 

 
● We saw how the cries of Pharaoh and the cries of all the Egyptians, a 

cry greater than ever recorded in human history, DID make a 
difference.  After the angel of death had passed through Egypt and 
even pharaoh’s own household had been struck, pharaoh was, let us 
say, now inclined” to “let God’s people go”! 

 
● So in the end it was the tears of the Egyptians that made the 

difference.  Oh, looking down through history from this point 
forward, there would be many more tears shed, many in unbelief, as 
the children of Israel wandered in the Sinai wilderness for 40 years 
and that entire generation dying there.  For only Joshua and Caleb 
from that generation were allowed to enter the promised land. 

  
It would now be yet another five centuries until God raises up another to 
lead the nation like Moses had, and that is a man after God’s own heart, 
David.  And, it was the cries of men, women, and children in Israel this time 
that would be used of God in such a powerful way as we shall see in  
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1 Sam. 9:16 in a future fellowship, Lord willing.  
 
Now let’s not forget what our main subject here in these studies is -- that God 
was working always to prevent Satan from interfering with his redemptive plan of 
the ages regarding the Seed of the Woman.  This is all about therefore the 
sovereign working of Almighty God.  Praise his name. 
 
Before we continue with our subject today, however, I want to share with you 
something so precious that it would not be proper to skip by it without stopping 
here for a time today (before we get to our main topic).  Let us consider the 
subject of the death of Moses, for it was a most remarkable death indeed as we 
shall soon see as we look for a few brief moments into Deuteronomy chapter 34: 
 
Deut. 34:1-12  
1 And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of 
Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And the LORD shewed him all the land of Gilead, 
unto Dan, 
2 And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, 
unto the utmost sea, 
3 And the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar. 
4 And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto 
Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to 
see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. 
-- 
5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to 
the word [lit. “at the mouth”] of the LORD. 
6 And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no man 
knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. 
7 And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, 
nor his natural force abated. 
8 And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days: so the days 
of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended. 
-- 
9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid 
his hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the 
LORD commanded Moses. 
10 And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the LORD 
knew face to face, 
11 In all the signs and the wonders, which the LORD sent him to do in the land of 
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Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land, 
12 And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great terror which Moses shewed in 
the sight of all Israel. 
 
So God worked great miracles before the people of Israel to establish their faith. 
Those surrounding Moses and his life and death are notable indeed, and it will 
continue as we shall see. And these were written that we might have hope!  
Rom. 15:4.  And, as we shall see now as we move ahead into the book of Joshua, 
God uses women (and on occasion sometimes even of the lowest sort), to bring 
about his plan of redemption through the Seed of the Woman.  God used Moses, 
a great man indeed did God choose to lead his people out of bondage, but he will 
in our scriptures for today even use a very worldly woman of Jericho who he has 
prepared for such a day as this! 
 
Our Outline Today: 
 

God Uses a Woman for Israel’s Deliverance --  
● The Scene is Set: Jos 2:1-7 
● The Israeli Spies are Saved: Jos 2:8-24 
● The Sacred Commentary is Given: Jos. 6:25-27; Heb. 11:31 

 
I. God Uses a Woman for Israel’s Deliverance -- The Scene is Set 

 
● First, before we begin, let me remind you of the background and 

circumstances here: 
 

○ The children of Israel have wandered for over 38 years in the 
wilderness until all the men coming out of Egypt that were of fighting 
age had died.  

○ God had spoken to Moses concerning the boundaries of the Land of 
Promise that he would soon be taking this nation into. 

○ Now even Moses had died.  Only Joshua and Caleb remained. 
○ God then spoke to Joshua and commanded him to lead the people of 

Israel across the river Jordan.  Two and a half tribes would be left on 
the East side -- the rest would go over Jordan and take possession 
of the land from the Canaanites who were dwelling there. 

○ In preparation for the expected warfare as they enter into the land, 
Joshua sends forth across the river Jordan and into the land of the 
promise two carefully chosen men to spy out the land (remember 
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what had happened so many years before? 
 

[READ   ] Jos 2:1-7  
1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, 
Go view the land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into an harlot's 
house, named Rahab, and lodged there. 
2 And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither to 
night of the children of Israel to search out the country. 
3 And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that are 
come to thee, which are entered into thine house: for they be come to search out 
all the country. 
4 And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There 
came men unto me, but I wist not whence they were: 
5 And it came to pass about the time of shutting of the gate, when it was 
dark, that the men went out: whither the men went I wot not: pursue after 
them quickly; for ye shall overtake them. 
6 But she had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them with the 
stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon the roof. 
7 And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon 
as they which pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate. 
 

● The Lord God’s faithfulness to the promises made to the fathers brings us 
now to this great example of God’s sovereign work in bringing the children 
of Israel back into the Land of Promise. 

 
● Well, the scene is set regarding the entry into the land, and, again, . . .  

 
● God provides through a work in the human heart of a worldly woman of 

God’s choosing: 
○ Rahab, a woman who lives in a home built into the wall of the city of 

Jericho.  Though a harlot by trade, this woman has been called out 
by God to be his vehicle for blessing his people. 

○ Rahab, will through these events become a woman with a heart for 
the Lord God, taking the signs for what they were intended to be, 
signs upon which one’s faith might be supported. 

○ God’s sovereign work in all of this is clear!  Amen? 
 

● The chosen, who respond to God’s working in them . . . 
○ Joshua: Moses had laid his hands on him selecting him to be his 
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successor before he died (Deut. 34:9).  He responds as Joshua 
chapter 1 describes so well (“. . . be of good courage . . .”)  The Lord 
speaks to him and he then begins to lead God’s people in victory. 
Amen. 

○ The spies:  They are sent and they willingly go forth into extreme 
danger (remember the report nearly 40 years before!!) 

○ Rahab herself:  She has been prepared as an unbeliever (mind you) 
and she is prepared to respond for the benefit of the children of 
Israel. 

 
God Uses a Woman for Israel’s Deliverance -- The Scene is Set 

 
II. God Uses a Woman for Israel’s Deliverance -- The Israeli Spies are Saved 

 
[READ   ] Jos 2:8-14 
8 And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof; 
9 And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, 
and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the 
land faint because of you. 
10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for 
you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the 
Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye 
utterly destroyed. 
11 And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither 
did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you: for the 
LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath. 
12 Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the LORD, since I have 
shewed you kindness, that ye will also shew kindness unto my father's 
house, and give me a true token: 
13 And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and 
my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death. 
14 And the men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter not this our business. 
And it shall be, when the LORD hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly 
and truly with thee. 
 
[READ   ] Jos 2:15-24 
15 Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house 
was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall. 
16 And she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; 
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and hide yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned: and 
afterward may ye go your way. 
17 And the men said unto her, We will be blameless of this thine oath which thou 
hast made us swear. 
18 Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet 
thread in the window which thou didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring 
thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all thy father's household, home 
unto thee. 
19 And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the 
street, his blood shall be upon his head, and we will be guiltless: and whosoever 
shall be with thee in the house, his blood shall be on our head, if any hand be 
upon him. 
20 And if thou utter this our business, then we will be quit of thine oath which 
thou hast made us to swear. 
21 And she said, According unto your words, so be it. And she sent them 
away, and they departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the window. 
22 And they went, and came unto the mountain, and abode there three 
days, until the pursuers were returned: and the pursuers sought them 
throughout all the way, but found them not. 
23 So the two men returned, and descended from the mountain, and 
passed over, and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all things 
that befell them: 
24 And they said unto Joshua, Truly the LORD hath delivered into our 
hands all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint 
because of us. 
 

● The Lord God’s preparation . . .  
○ He prepared the heart of Rahab AND the heart of the inhabitants of 

Jericho and the land through the Exodus miracles and the miracles. 
He now uses the house he had prepared on the wall of Jericho and 
the woman he had prepared. 

○ The scarlet thread will now be designated as the sign of redemption 
for Rahab and her family.  Such a symbol indeed! 

 
● The response of faith . . . 

○ She was surely convinced by the miracles and history that had been 
passed down for nearly half a century now.  God now brings forth in 
Rahab the profound conviction that the Lord God ruled in heaven 
above and in the earth below and that he “had given” this land to the 
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people of Israel -- so the great challenge to faith that stood in her 
path now was met by action as needed to preserve the spys alive 
and to set the stage therefore for the return of hte land of Canaan to 
the children of Israel as had been promise to Abraham around five 
centuries before.  It is no wonder therefore that Rahab will eventually 
occupy a central place in the great hall of faith in Hebrews  
chapter 11. 

 
● So God saved these spies so that they might bring back the report that so 

encouraged Israel.   They were now well encouraged and ready to serve the 
Lord with gladness in the mighty work ahead. 

 
● Any lessons for us today here?  Have you been encouraged today 

regarding the work ahead? 
 
God Uses a Woman for Israel’s Deliverance --  

○ The Scene is Set 
○ The Israeli Spies are Saved 

 
III. God Uses a Woman for Israel’s Deliverance -- The Sacred Commentary is 

Given 
 
[READ   ] Jos. 6:25-27  
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father's household, 
and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because 
she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 
 

● So in the end of this story, so that Israel through the working of the mighty 
hand of God is delivered, Rahab is used for the glory of God and her work 
of faith in saving the spies goes down in the sacred history book. 

 
● Joshua is exalted as Israel’s leader through all of this and his name also 

goes into the record of Hebrews chaper 11.  That will be our special focus 
next time. 
 
[READ   ] Heb. 11:31  
" By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she 
had received the spies with peace."  
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● It is always good to ask what was the specific act of faith recorded here for 
our encouragement?  It was simply that she did what her faith required - 
she “. . . received the spies with peace.”  Amen!  Her name therefore stands 
written here as God’s Sacred Commentary on his work there in those days. 
And what stands written here even stands above what is written there 
regarding even David (or Daniel)! 

 
So, in Summary, we have seen that God Used a Woman for Israel’s Deliverance --  

● The Scene was Set as Rahab was Chosen 
● The Israeli Spies were Saved 
● The Sacred Commentary was Given 

 
Conclusions / Application: 
 
What Have We Learned Here?  Any comments? 
 
Again, as last week, God keeps his promises through men and women and 
children in whom he chooses to work, sometimes even unbelievers - this time 
Rahab ... 
  

● Who was Rahab and why was she a critical figure in the working out of the 
redemptive plan of God?  

 
● And was she perhaps even more important than Joshua 2 & 6 indicate? 

Yes indeed, for  remember this very well known scripture from the New 
Testament’s genealogical record of our savior, the very Seed of the Woman 
himself: 

 
Matt. 1:5-6  
5 And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed 
begat Jesse; 
6 And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that 
had been the wife of Urias; 
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